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Preview of the
January 18, 2020
AWA Workshop starting at 9:30 AM

Bill Cotton
Finishing
Bill’s been a member of AWA for 5+ years and is proud to still be alive to talk about it.
Abstract:
1. To talk for Approximately 20 minutes or less about wood structure from a biology standpoint and how that
affects finishes,
2. Talk about the different classifications of finishes and their benefits, Show finishing panels experiments
3. Put in a shameless plug for the finishing class at Santa Fe that lasts only 8 weeks and costs approx. $150.00 or
less if you’re over 65.
4. Open the floor for discussion on favorite finishes by members and call on different members if needed.
5. Open the floor for a discussion of whether to pre-finish before assembly or finish after assembly.

Upcoming Workshops
SATURDAY, February 15, 2020, 9:30 AM
Rich Lehoucq
Building three dressers

SATURDAY, March 21, 2020, 9:30 AM
Ros Barnes
Comparing wood joints
SATURDAY, April 18, 2020, 9:30 AM
Keith Bakker
New Mexico colonial furniture
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December Workshop Statistics
Attendance:
53 members, 4 guests
Raffle winners:
$10 Ross Barnes, Ben Blackwell; $50 WWS Certificate Joel Gray

January SILENT AUCTION
(A note from Les:) If you have an item you want to donate to the AWA because 1) you no longer need to
it, 2) you no longer want it, 3) you forgot (or never knew) how to use it, consider donating it to the AWA
and we'll offer it in the silent auction during the meeting. If you have decided you have something like
that and are going to bring it to the meeting for the auction, please let me know ahead of time so we can
be prepared for it. Just send me an email at secretary@abqawa.org and we'll have it all set up.
Thanks...Les
A Silent Auction of woodworking items donated by members will be conducted during the meeting to
offer items of greater value than those typically offered for the raffle.
Here’s what to expect. If a member wants to donate an item he or she feels is of greater value than is
typically raffled, that item can be entered in the monthly silent auction. The item is brought to the
meeting, and the member contacts the “auctioneer” who will provide a form asking for a short
description, an approximate value, and a designation of where the funds are to be used if other than the
general budget. The auctioneer will put a minimum bid on the form and announce the item is open for
bid at the beginning of the meeting. Bids will be accepted until the presentation is concluded at which
time the auctioneer will announce the highest bidder. It is expected that a winning bidder pay for and
take the item they won immediately.
Les Bruce (secretary@abqawa.org) will be the auctioneer at the Saturday meeting. If you plan to bring an
item for silent auction it would be helpful to let him know ahead of time so we can have things prepared.
Items for the raffle and the silent auction are donations but if members wish to sell woodworking items
rather than donate them, those items or description can be brought to the meeting and we’ll post them on

a “For Sale” board for members to see. There is a classified ads area on the new website
(http://www.abqawa.org/dir/ forums/forum/classified-ads/) where you can post items for sale to the
membership. We will post items listed in the classified ads on the “For Sale” board at the meeting.
If you have any questions, send an email to Les.
December Workshop Presentation

Jigs, Fixtures, Techniques and Tips

Ramon Valdez
December 21, 2019
The workshop presented by Raymond Valdez featured several of his unique and effective methods of improving
workmanship and increasing efficiency in the shop. Because Raymond has been producing fine and distinctive
furniture for over 20 years, he has become a valuable resource for improving shop techniques.
Belt sander:
An effective way to use a portable belt sander on a curved surface is to change the platen to match the curvature of
the surface that is being sanded. The curved platen can be cut on a band saw (in resaw mode) with the curved
cutline marked using a trammel of the appropriate length (for example a 30” radius).

In addition, a holder can be made to position the belt sander so that parts can be moved across the sander instead of
moving the sander over the work surface. The jig also ensures that the sanding belt is perpendicular to the surface
of the jig.

Band saw:
For resawing, the fence must be accurately placed next to the blade – often within a fraction of an inch. A jig like
the one pictured below can be used to easily position the fence. The jig is placed on the band saw table and the
edge with the notch is aligned with the cutting edge of the blade (the cutting edge of the blade nearest the fence).
Then two spacers are used between the jig edge and the fence to accurately position the fence. Drill bits can be
used for positioning for thin resawing operations.

Table saw:
A zero-clearance “throat plate” can be made from a long piece of ¼” plywood by raising the sawblade through the
plywood. This prevents thin cutoff strips from falling through the throat plate of the table saw or from being
captured by the gap between the fence and saw table surface. Attach cleats to the underside of the plywood to
keep the plywood from sliding.

A very long straight edge board can be attached to a board with a raw edge to straighten the edge.
A tapering jig is used to cut shims of varying angles and with a thin edge at the end of the taper. Commercially
available shims are often not accurate or do not have a thin enough edge.

Miter (Chop) saw:
Very small wedges are sometimes needed. A way to cut them is to use a miter saw with an L shaped auxiliary
fence and vacuum. The auxiliary fence only has a cut the width and location of the blade. (Recall that the stock
fence has a large opening and the base plate also has a large opening.) The small opening in the fence will prevent
small cutoff parts from being ejected to the rear of the blade. A rigid vacuum wand is attached to the auxiliary
fence perpendicular to the blade. When small parts are cutoff, the vacuum will suck the parts away from the blade.
A screen is located inside the vacuum tube to catch the part (see the figure below).

Router:
On a plunge router, use a feeler gauge or drill bit on the depth turret to set the plunge depth.
An adjustable guide baseplate is a quick way to position the router bit for creating a groove parallel to the edge of
the workpiece.

A bearing can be mounted on an auxiliary baseplate to guide the router along an edge or pattern.

Clamping:
Ultra-High Molecular Weight (UHMW) material can be used for clamping operations since the adhesive will not
adhere to it. Packing tape can also be used to prevent the adhesive from adhering to surfaces.
Leather pads attached to wooden blocks containing magnets can be used to prevent marring from clamping
operations.

Drill Guides:
Hole pattern guides for things such as drawer pulls can be made from formica.

Biscuit Joiner:
Use masking tape on the jointer reference face when cutting one piece to make the surface slightly proud of the
mating part. This is a recommended practice when placing hardwood edging on plywood. With the hardwood
slightly proud of the plywood, the surface can be sanded smooth easier.
Positioning:
Blocks with magnets can be used to position or guide materials during woodworking operations. The magnetic
blocks are released from the surface using the mechanism pictured. A very helpful way to use these is to
reposition a fence. By placing the magnetic block against the fence and then moving the fence allows for precise
repositioning. Feeler gauges or drill bits can determine the amount of the fence repositioning very accurately.

Feather Boards:
Using the hedgehog feather board has been useful. To raise the hedgehog above the table, it can be attached to a
wood strip that is held in place with magnets.

Summary:
Jigs and fixtures can make the woodshop operations more repeatable, safer and fun.
Scribe: Robert Ewing

Safety Tips, Woodworking Tips, Experiences
(If you have a tip that you would like to share, send it to the editor, Jerry Van Slambrook,
gvslamb@comcast.net)

AWA “Mentor List”
(From Jerry Van Slambrook, newsletter editor, gvslamb@comcast.net)
AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization. If you
are at all interested, please e-mail me. You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire to
share your woodworking knowledge with others.

NAME
Ros Barnes
Bill Cotton
Gale Greenwood
John Gonser

Mike Ulrickson

DISCIPLINE

CONTACT INFO

Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and
construction, equipment adjustment and tune-up, jigs.

505-864-8857
RNBBNZ@MSN.COM

CNC, 3D printing, laser engraving and joinery questions.

phone 505.306.6819
wyzarddoc@yahoo.com

Cabinet making, case goods (e.g.: chest of drawers).

505-256-1379

Toy design and maker
(Note: John [an AWA LIFE Member] lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
but is willing to mentor anyone via email, telephone, or other means,
and he has some original designs he is willing to share.)

616-949-0061
mailto:john.gonser@sbcglobal.net

Scroll Saw operation and use

Alan: 268-7096 or
amv6775@gmail.com

Alan Voda
Steve Wagner

Bill Zerby

505-659-8943 maulrick@aol.com

Plastic casts and molds

Tool Sharpening

Steve:
mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com
505-263-6632
mailto:william.zerby@gmail.com

New Members
Give a warm welcome and greeting to the any new members you may meet.

AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats
Ivan A. Blomgren is our AWA volunteer who takes orders for apparel.

The cost for each item includes an AWA embroidered logo.
1. Caps are $12 each and are available in Red, Dark Green, Navy and Stone colors.
2. Long Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim,
and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL, & 6XL. Tall
sizes are available for an additional $6 each. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL.
3. Short Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim,
and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, and 4XL.
4. Short Sleeve Key West Performance Staff Shirts (two Pockets) are $35 each available in
White, Cloud Blue, Green Mist, Khaki, & Navy colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL,
3XL, & 4XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL.
5. Polo Shirts with pocket are $27 each available in White, Black, Forest, Campus Gold,
Light Blue, Burgundy, Classic Navy, Classic Red, Electric Blue & Platinum colors. Men's
sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, & 5XL. Ladies sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, &
3XL.
6. V-Neck T-Shirts are $19 each available in White, Black, Turquoise, Ocean Blue,
Maroon, Navy, Red, True Royal & Silver colors. Men's sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, &
3XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, & 2XL.
Names can be added to shirt orders for an additional $5 per name.
Those who are members of the New Mexico Woodturners can also have the NMWT logo
added for an additional $5 per item.
Orders are placed quarterly with the last meeting for each quarter being the deadline for
submitting orders.
Orders are expected to be available for pick up the first meeting of the next quarter. The
procedure for placing an order is to take the completed order form to the treasurer for payment.
The treasurer will indicate payment has been made on the form and then give the form to Ivan
for order submittal.

1st Qtr: Jan-Mar Order cutoff: March meeting
2nd Qtr: Apr-Jun Order cutoff: June meeting
3rd Qtr: Jul-Sep Order cutoff: September meeting
4th Qtr: Oct-Dec Order cutoff: December meeting
For those wishing to have a logo added to an existing garment, Ivan has a local embroidery
shop source you can take them to for embroidery. See Ivan for the details.
Order forms can be downloaded and filled out from our web site as well as from Ivan at our
meetings.

AWA Classifieds
Anyone may post an item for sale here by sending an email to the newsletter editor (Jerry Van
Slambrook – gvslamb@comcast.net). Please include a picture if possible and details like make, model,
age, condition, parts included (or missing), price and whether that is fixed or flexible (like OBO), and a
means to contact you (email preferable). The ad will run until the item is sold or you notify the editor
that you would like to terminate the ad.

AWA Website & Library
The AWA website continues to grow and change. Most recently, the links to the AWA library on
the member’s page have been updated, and the library's catalog has been updated to include
even more great woodworking books, CD’s and DVD’s. This library is a terrific resource for our
club's members! It contains information on all aspects of the craft.
If you are interested in checking out a title, please contact librarian Steve Scott at
webmaster@abqawa.org and let him know what you'd like. He'll bring your selection to the next
AWA meeting for a one-month checkout period.

A Grain of Humor

AWA Sponsors

Membership

Application

Mail to: P. O. Box 36133 Albuquerque, NM 87176-6133
DUES:
Dues are assessed on a calendar year basis. Please pay a pro-rated amount of $3 per month to
the end of the current year plus any additional years to extend your membership. Please check
appropriate boxes.
 One Year - $36
 Two Years - $68 (a 5% discount)
 Three Years - $97 (a 10% discount).
 Lifetime Membership - $360 (10 times annual dues).
 Full-time students (under 22) in an accredited educational program receive a 50% discount.
Amount Paid: $____________ (Prorated current year + additional years)
Name: ___________________________________________
Spouse: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________
Telephone: Home: ________________ Work: _________________ Cell: _________________
E-mail (please use all capital letters): _______________________________________________
I agree that Albuquerque Woodworkers Association, including the officers, will not be liable
for any injuries or bodily harm resulting from the operation and activities of the Association.
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Print Name:
Please sign, date, and send this form (with payment by check) to the above address or bring payment
(check or cash) to the next AWA Meeting/Workshop. If you got this membership application off the
website the form is fillable on your computer so download, complete, and print.
 We would appreciate your answering a few questions so we can make your membership in
Albuquerque Woodworkers Association as satisfying as possible:
•
•
•

How did you hear about AWA? ______________________________________________________
What special skills do you have that might be useful to AWA?
________________________________________________________________________________________

•

Are you retired or semi-retired? 
Yes  No Comments:
________________________________

(Revised 12/15/2019)

