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Preview of the
December 9, 2017
AWA Workshop starting at 9:00 AM
For December’s workshop, we have:

“Steam Bending”
Presented by Mike Sherard

Bending wood through the use of heat is thought to be the oldest form of working wood. It is a subject that I
had little contact with until I started building yachts back in the early 70’s. The need to bend teak for a bow
piece to match a teak gunnel rail was my first and only exposure to steam bending.
I am not an expert in the area of steam bending wood. I wanted to know more about this wonderful way to
shape wood. So, being a teacher most of my adult life, I realized that no one learns the lesson better than the
person teaching it. I decided to find out all I could about the process by answering a request by my fellow AWA
members to present a subject for this December meeting.
I know I am placing myself at risk of being naive, but so what. I am having such fun learning and trying
something new. I plan to discuss and show the various ways wood is steam bent. My thanks to Michael Mocho
for opening the door to the technical ways one uses established and researched methods to bend wood. The
secrete is how lignin’s properties (the glue holding wood together) are handled. I will present the various
methods to heat water to steam and how to contain the steam. The jigs and fixtures used by professionals in the
field will be shown and discusses. I plan to show live demonstrations of simple bends and progress to more
complex change of plane bends. I will show how to make a clamping table as shown in Veritas’s SteamBending Instruction booklet. If you are interested in the process and tools Veritas and Lee-Valley has available
to you, download the instruction booklet at their web site, http://www.leevalley.com/us/wood/page.aspx?
cat=1&amp;p=45866 (click on “Instructional Media”, and then on “Veritas Steam-Bending Instruction” It’s 16
pages long.) and bring it to the meeting.
Mike’s Biography: Mike has a B.A. in Industrial Arts from UCLA. While continuing on to receive a master’s
degree in Vocational Education, he worked part time as a substitute teacher specializing in Industrial Arts. One
year later, in 1966, he joined the staff at Ganesha High School in Pomona, California, as a woodshop teacher.
His training was in photography and electronics but the only position open at the school he wanted to teach at
was woodworking.
After a year teaching, Mike realized he needed more training in woodworking. During the following summers
he worked at McCully Woodworking where he learned the business of architectural millwork. During his stay at
McCully’s, Mike had the privilege of doing millwork for Sam Maloof and visited Sam in his shop.

In 1970 Mike started working summers and weekends for Yorktown Yachts. He eventually became a technical
member in the American Boat and Yacht Club. Mike has built, by himself, six blue water, masthead sailing
yachts in the 35’ to 40’ range.
Skipping ahead, in 1994 Mike became the woodshop instructor at Valley High School. Since that time he has
been able to upgrade both the wood and metals programs with an infusion of almost one half million dollars
from legislative grants. Mike also began doing commissions in woodworking for local area residents as well as
teaching full time.
In 2006 Mike retired from Valley. He spent the summer of 2006 training his replacement. After one year of
searching, Valley could not find a replacement instructor for metals. Mike returned for three more years of
teaching. In 2010 Mike spent the summer training his metal shop replacement, then, spent the next school year
volunteering to work alongside the instructor to get him started. Mike is now fully retired and building up his
new shop.

December’s Workshop Specials
Catalog: 278C, 2017
Armor tool complete clamping table kits, and/or auto-pro, auto-adjust clamps and accessories (pg. 39)
On the day of each monthly AWA meeting, in addition to the day's specials chosen to sync with the workshop
topic, each of our members will be allowed to pick any one safety-related item, and buy it with the same
discount terms, "our usual price, less 10%, unless it goes under WWS’s cost". This would include feather
boards, push sticks, hearing protection, eye protection, breathing protection, and other safety items from the big
catalog. As an example, a member could buy a feather board OR a push stick OR any one of several
other safety items at the same special discount. This "safety special” will be an ongoing offer from WWS to our
members, every month on the day of the meeting.

Upcoming Workshops
01/13/18
Workshop Part 1:
Exploring Your Personal Aesthetic
Workshop Part 2:
Identical/Unique - The Box Project
Presented by Michael Hoffer

02/10/18
Finishing - Tips, Tricks, and Techniques
Presented by David Gamble
03/10/18
Designing and Building a Multi-Purpose Table
Saw Outfeed Table
Presented by Ben Blackwell

The Education Committee is looking for individuals who would be interested in doing a
presentation to our club. If you have a topic in mind and/or are interested in being a
presenter, please contact Derek Roff at derek@unm.edu

2018 Board of Directors Election
At the December 9, 2017 regular club meeting we will vote on the Board of Director and Officers for 2017.
The current Board’s Nominating Committee has developed a slate of candidates for your consideration.
Between now and December 9 we will welcome any and all additional nominees, and you may self-nominate.
The only limitations, per the Bylaws, are that the nominees must be AWA members in good standing, and have
agreed in advance to be nominated.
Please consider volunteering for one of the two At-Large positions. These Board members have no specific
responsibilities, and serving as an At-Large member provides an excellent orientation to how AWA is managed.
At-Large members have full voting rights.
Board members meet on odd-numbered months, immediately after the regular club meetings. Meetings
generally last no longer than about two hours, and a light lunch is provided. All meetings are open to all
members.
The list below indicates the Board membership, with the incumbents shown in parentheses. Nominated
directors are shown underlined. Also note that we still have several open positions for 2018, and we encourage
you to either volunteer yourself, or think about someone who would be a good candidate, and do some arm
twisting. If you have any additional nominations, please contact the chair of the Nominating Committee, John
Ellis, at nmwtwebman@aol.com, or by phone at (505) 771-1773.
President (Mike Murray) – Shane Yost
Vice President (Shane Yost) - open
Secretary (Alan Voda) – Alan Voda
Treasurer (Darrell Filkins) – Darrell Filkins
Past President, ex-officio (John Ellis) – Mike Murray
Education (Derek Roff) - Rich Lehoucq
Librarian (Peggy Hall) - merged with Webmaster
Webmaster (Steve Scott) – Steve Scott
Newsletter (Ros Barnes) – Ros Barnes
Community Service (Ron Danner) – open
At-Large: (Note that At-Large members are not voted on, but appointed by the new Board.)
(exp. 12/2018): - Gary Reece (may choose to take 2-year position.)
(exp. 12/2018): - Ron Danner (may choose to take 2-year position.)
(exp. 12/2019): - open
(exp. 12/2019): - open

November’s Workshop Statistics
Attendance: 57 members & 8 guests.
$10 Cash: Barry Prins
$10 Cash: David Founds
$25 TJ Hardware: Shane Yost
$50 Woodworkers Supply: John Ellis
Screws, donated by Jerry Wall: Betti Trahan, Rich Lehoucq, Kris Schafer
Hand Planes, donated by Anon: Gary Reese, Jim McCoy, Gerald Simnacher, Martin Arrambide

December 9, 2017 SILENT AUCTION
No specific tools are being sold this month, but you never know what might show up, so come to the meeting
and see what you may not be able to live without.

November 11, 2017 Presentation
Christoph Neander presented:
“Cabinets and Woodworking for My Kitchen Remodel”
(written by: Jo Kobler)
A visitor announced that Fusemaker space is a new facility in town that is a rental facility containing tools
woodworkers can use-like cnc routers, etc.
Christoph announced that SFCC is
going to offer a new class in CNC
operations and programming. It will
be a college credit class. Details are
being worked out.
Christoph decided to re-build the
kitchen in his house. Since he’s from
Germany, he did it all in metric.
(showed pictures of old kitchen) He
showed a schematic of the proposed plan.
He used European beech for the exteriors and melamine covered particle
board for the interior parts. He said that 30-35% of his time went into the
planning and making lists for materials.
He had to choose appliances first even tho they may be “standard” sizes to
be sure that everything fit was all measurements were accounted for. The
lists for all dimensions and materials must be gone over several times to
make sure there are no errors. He said this is critically important.
He started by cutting up the materials for the cabinet boxes. Each piece
had to be labeled and numbered. He used biscuits to do the joinery. The

yellow glue he used for the biscuits also adheres to the melamine somewhat.
He took the parts to be edge banded at a local machine shop which went so much more quickly than doing it by
hand. He said that it worked beautifully. The Beech he used (like for the cabinet sides) was veneered plywood
but doors and drawer fronts were solid beech. His cabinet doors were overlay doors. He used a machine with a
row of drill bits to make the row of holes for the shelving supports. It works like a drill press. He stated several
times that these holes were done on every inside box cabinet piece for a reason to be discussed later.

He used Baltic birch for making the drawer boxes. He made 3 different
height of drawer boxes using 5/8” thick Baltic birch plywood. He
lacquered them before assembly. Then they were cut to length (He said to
be sure to use a good saw blade so that you don’t have any tear out). He
uses a spindle jointer for routing the joint for the corner joint. He said
doing the setup correctly is very very important. You can do the same
thing with a high powered router.

He used a self closing undermount drawer slide. (soft close). He
continues to talk about how different it is when making kitchen cabinets vs
fine woodworking pieces. He pre-drilled holes into the cabinet fronts to
attach the finished drawer fronts onto. Next he glued up the drawer boxes.
So no edge banding there. He used Bessey clamps for this. Very important
to put the clamps right on the edges to make sure that it is square. He did
not finish up with screwing the boxes together. He only used glue. He left
the top edges of the drawer boxes unfinished (the Baltic birch veneer)
because he liked the look.
He mentioned the new Domino jointer by Festool is a new machine out that is changing how we do mortise and
tenons.
The drawer slides he selected had certain requirements. In building the usual drawers side mounting one just
needs ½” clearance but with an undermount slide, the depth of the drawer needs to be adjusted. The height of
the drawer bottom has to make room for these special slides. Also the thickness of the drawers is a factor. So,
this all has to be factored in when building the drawers and it must be exact.
We have an opportunity to be creative in making the doors and drawer
facings. Each piece must be numbered as it is cut-only number on the end
(or use tape). He used bridle joint (using a tenon jig) for door frame
corners. He used a saw blade that has a flat bottom tooth so that he has a
nice flat groove. He used a backing board in the rear of the piece to avoid
tear out. His blade is narrower than the required so he has to do numerous
passes to get his desired width for the mortise. He does flip the piece
around. He goes by the rule that he creates the cavity first and the fill piece
second, i.e., the mortise first and the tenon next. He made the tenons with
his band saw but he cut wide of the pencil line simply to remove material.
He put glass in upper doors which required a rabbet for the insertion of the glass.

In making the cabinet faces, he clamped some clamps on the top and some
on the bottom to keep the piece from bowing while the glue was drying.
He said to make sure it is flat by checking with a straight edge. Some
people use cauls, but Christoph says they take too much time. He prefinishes the rabbet only before he glues it up as it will be exposed in case
of any shrinkage. But he doesn’t finish the cabinet doors until he is
finished making them.

The interior panel MUST be centered in the door frame-he does this by drilling and installing an 1/8” dowel into
the top and bottom of the panel and frame.
Once the pieces were done, they were lacquered. Then he drilled the holes for the European or cup hinges. The
distance between the outside of the frame and the hinge is crucial and they are standard distances. It’s important
to mark the inside of the drilled hinge hole with right or left.
He didn’t build a pedestal for his lower cabinets. Instead, he bought adjustable feet and installed them. They
are great for compensating for the irregularities in the floor. He said he bought them from Haff’ele catalog. He
said this catalog has everything. He installs these feet very close to the front on the sides of the cabinet so that it
is under the particle board side also.
Upper cabinets received a hole in the back of the cabinet and a slot in the
side for the hanging system. All upper cabinets (in the upper cabinet
corners) received a piece of hardware (like a hook) which will grab a
mating ledger board when installed. He used a metal rail system that is
made to attach to the hook gadget. This metal ledger board is screwed into
the wall. Cabinets are all hung off of this. So basically the upper cabinets
don’t have to be screwed into the wall. You “adjust” these hook gadgets to
make everything square, flush and plumb. After that is done, then you
tighten the hook which will lock the cabinet into position. The cabinet just
hangs from there-it is not screwed in at the bottom.
Drawer slides are installed and are completely invisible. In the beginning, all of the inside draw and door
melamine pieces receive the rows of holes. The hinges and slides screw into these holes also. These particular
slides do not have any matching slides on the actual drawer. All it is is a clip on the drawer side that is screwed
onto the outside back corners of the drawers and they snap into place onto the hinges on the carcass.
He used lasers for installation of the cabinets as it gives a vertical and horizontal laser line. He said this is a very
helpful tool in installing the cabinets. These can be rented.

He uses hot glue to attach the finished drawer faces to the actual drawer
fronts. Then you can screw them in from the back. He used frosted glass
in the upper doors. Then the countertops are measured for and
manufactured.
Lastly he installed the knobs. He used red glass knobs. He had to put a
ledger board under the very deep cabinets above the fridge as the hooks
aren’t quite strong enough to hold them with a lot of weight inside.

He highly suggested the Hafale USA or Haefele catalog. He purchased all of his hardware from that catalog.
Christoph said that the entire job cost him about $8500. In total which included the appliances, counter tops,
sink, electrician, plumber, etc.

Request from an AWA Member:
If you have any experience with metal dust collection piping/fittings made by Nordfab (offered by Grizzly,
Grainger, …), Ben Blackwell would like to talk with you. He can be reached at 505-897-5090 or
bblackwell13@comcast.net.

AWA “Mentor List”
(from Ros Barnes, newsletter editor, RNBBNZ@MSN.COM)
AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization. If
you are at all interested, please e-mail me. You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire
to share your woodworking knowledge with others.

NAME

DISCIPLINE

CONTACT INFO

Ros Barnes

Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and
construction, equipment adjustment and tuneup, jigs.

505-864-8857
RNBBNZ@MSN.COM

Gale Greenwood

Cabinet making, case goods (eg: chest of drawers).

505-256-1379

Frank Warren

Toy design and building, and scroll saw and scroll saw projects

505-962-9212

Alan Voda
Steve Wagner

Alan: 268-7096 or
amv6775@gmail.com
Plastic casts and molds

Steve:
mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com

2017 Community Service Project
(Formerly known as the “Toy Project”)
(From John Henderson):
The toy project is nearing completion. We will bring together the last of the toys courtesy of Frank Warren on
Monday [12/04/17]. Monday night we will wrap them to include the baby dolls that are to be enclosed with the
girl toys (baby beds and carriages). Tuesday we meet to redo the distribution list by culling the recipients down
from 3000 to 1500. All of this is currently scheduled. Actual distribution to the respective shelters and
nonprofits will start not later than December 15.

Frank and Kennie Warren continue to support the AWA even though Frank is no longer ambulatory enough to
attend our meetings. Little do most of our members know that Frank and his wife work almost 365 days a year
in his shop creating detailed wooden toys (dump trucks and baby carriages) to support our Community
Assistance Project [AKA Toy Project] that provides hand made wooden toys for underprivileged children in
Albuquerque and the surrounding area during the Christmas season. As you know, last year we distributed
almost 3,000 toys to these deserving little people, some of whom experience homelessness. This year we have
had to cut back our production to only about 1,500 toys. Of that number, this year, Frank and Kennie are
responsible for making almost 328 of the toys!! Frank would acknowledge that accomplishing this feat would
have been extremely difficult had it not been for the assistance of one of our other members, Ron Danner. This
last year Ron has gone to Frank’s shop almost daily to assist in the toy production. What a team! But the story
didn’t end here. While working with Frank and Kennie, Ron came to realize that Frank was having increasing
difficulty in getting into and out of his workshop since Frank now relies more and more on a wheelchair or
other wheeled devices to get around. Last week, with the assistance of AWA member Dennis Touchine and one
of Ron’s other neighbors, they built a concrete ramp to access Frank’s shop. This has been described as a
“wonderful blessing and an answer to prayer” by both Frank and Kennie since Frank spends so much time in his
shop. This was delivered at no expense to the Warrens since the materials were paid for by AWA and all the
labor was volunteered. I asked Ron to send the attached picture of the recently completed project. Apparently,
AWA takes care of their own!

New Members
New AWA Members:
Bernell Rice from Corrales, Sako Badalian from Placitas, and Linda Jacobson from Santa Fe have joined AWA.
WELCOME!!

AWA Name Badges

Steve Schroeder is the volunteer that makes badges for those
members that need them. When Steve is not in attendance, please
give your name to Norb Siska and he will forward your request to
Steve.

AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats
Ivan A. Blomgren is taking orders for club caps, shirts, etc. Due to the lack of volume and associated shipping
costs our embroidery shop experiences on small orders, it has been decided we need to switch to placing orders
on a quarterly basis in hopes of boosting the volume for each order so the per item shipping costs can come
down.
The way this procedure will work is that members can place orders with Ivan up until the third meeting of each
quarter. The collected orders will then be submitted to the embroidery shop and should then be available for
distribution at the first meeting of the following quarter. Full payment for an order will
need to be submitted with each order form before it can be processed! Order placement cut off dates for
each quarter will be as follows:

1st Qtr:
2nd Qtr:
3rd Qtr:
4th Qtr:

Jan - Mar
meeting
Apr - Jun
June meeting
Jul - Sep
meeting
Oct - Dec
meeting

Order cutoff: March
Order cutoff:
Order cutoff: September
Order cutoff: December

Order forms can be downloaded and filled out from our web site as well as from Ivan at our meetings.

AWA Classifieds (Members Only)
Tools Wanted
Erin O’Donnell (AWA member and CEO & Founder of Dovetail Community Workshop) is looking for a good
deal on a used bandsaw. If you have one, you can contact her at mailto:dovetailabq@gmail.com . You can also
visit the website at http://dovetailworkshop.com/ as well.

AWA website
Steve Scott is our WebMaster. The Web Site has a fresh new look and some neat photos! There you can find a
list of the Board of Directors, a Calendar of events, and an Application Form. Check it out at: http://

www.abqawa.org/
Workshop CDs and DVDs
The AWA Library is currently unavailable as we move the collection to a new home, but we hope to make
materials available for checkout again soon. If you haven't used the library before, we encourage you to take
advantage of this resource. A list of books is currently posted on the AWA website.
We also hope to launch a new online system soon that will make it very easy to find and check out books, and
we hope to make it easy for members to pick up and return books when they check them out.

Sawdust On The Brain (humor via Ros Barnes)
“I gotcha’!”

AWA SPONSORS

TJ Hardware
311 Amherst Dr. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87107
505-881-4325
www.tjhardware.com

!

4224 Menaul NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
Phone: 505 - 293 - 9663 (WOOD)
Fax: 505-293-9664
myworldofwood.com
Montana Reclaimed Lumber
info@mtreclaimed.com
PO Box 741
Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730

Membership Application
Mail to: P. O. Box 36133 Albuquerque, NM 87176-6133
DUES:
Dues are assessed on a calendar year basis. Please pay a pro-rated amount of $3 per month to
the end of the current year plus any additional years to extend your membership. Please check
appropriate boxes.
¨ One Year - $36
¨ Two Years - $68 (a 5% discount)
¨ Three Years - $97 (a 10% discount).
¨ Lifetime Membership - $360 (10 times annual dues).
¨ Full-time students (under 22) in an accredited educational program receive a 50% discount.
Amount Paid: $____________ (Prorated current year + additional years)
Name: ___________________________________________
Spouse: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________
Telephone: Home: ________________ Work: _________________ Cell: _________________
E-mail (please use all capital letters): _______________________________________________
I agree that Albuquerque Woodworkers Association, including the officers, will not be liable
for any injuries or bodily harm resulting from the operation and activities of the Association.
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Print Name:
Please sign, date, and send this form (with payment by check) to the above address or bring payment
(check or cash) to the next AWA Meeting/Workshop. If you got this membership application off the
website the form is fillable on your computer so download, complete, and print.
â We would appreciate your answering a few questions so we can make your membership in
Albuquerque Woodworkers Association as satisfying as possible:
•

How did you hear about AWA? ______________________________________________________

•

What special skills do you have that might be useful to AWA?

!

• Are you retired or semi-retired? ¨ Yes ¨ No Comments: ________________________________
(Revised 5/17/2016)

