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Serving the Craft and Those Who Pursue It

WORKSHOPS
DendroTechnology & 
3D Printing

BUILDING JOY
250 Toy Cars & Counting. 
One Big Celebration.

SERVICE AWARD
Who Makes AWA Better? 
Let Us Know by Sept 30
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SHARPEN YOUR SKILLS 
2026 Fall Workshop Series

Join us for informative presentations 
and demonstrations by experienced 
woodworkers. Everyone is welcome, 
whether you’re just getting started 
or looking to expand your skills.

MEETING LOCATION
North Domingo Baca 
Multigenerational Center
7521 Carmel Ave. NE 
Albuquerque

All Are Welcome!
FOR QUESTIONS OR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, CONTACT
Wallace Lopez
Education Director
education@abqawa.org

ABQAWA.org

Saturday, September 19  
9:30am
CNC WITH THE  
SHAPER ORIGIN
Mick Simon 

Saturday, October 17  
9:30am
AN OVERVIEW  
OF FINISHING
Russell Smith

Saturday, November 21  
9:30 am
WOOD FINISH  
EVALUATION PROJECT
Neal Davies
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September/October 2026

PRESIDENT’S NOTE

Greetings everyone. First, let me say a 
heartfelt thank you for all of the support 
I’ve received while recovering from 
surgery these last few weeks. I missed 
the August workshop, but the “get well” 
video you all sent from the meeting gave 
me a huge lift and made me feel like I was 
there. I watched it over and over.
	 The year has flown by. In July, 20 or 
more members joined in making 250 small 
cars at Dovetail. It was so much fun. The 
crew was a mix of AWA newcomers as 
well as others who show up for the event 
every year. To make that many toys in half 
a day is very exciting. 
	 It saddens me to say that Karol 
Baughman is leaving us for greener 
pastures in Indiana. She will be missed. 
Karol joined the club in January of 2023 
and gave her all to every project. Karol 
made doghouses at Ros’, doll beds at 
Ben’s and joined the troops to make the 
250 little cars. When Wally Lopez took a 

seat on the board, Karol took over his role 
in managing the club’s participation in the 
New Mexico Ramp Project. Then we had 
an opening for secretary on the board and 
Karol stepped up.
	 Karol took classes with Russell Smith 
in Santa Fe. Her final contribution was 
signing up for the 2x4 challenge and she 
made a vase! Her effort took 2nd prize in 
the contest and can be seen on the cover 
of the May newsletter. Karol, it has been 
a honor to work with you. We wish you all 
the best on your new adventure.
	 A huge thank-you for everyone who 
helped Russell with the State Fair and 
the woodworking entries. Each year the 
number of entries diminishes. I appreciate 
the two AWA entries. It is community 
service that we provide the judging and 
a place for other woodworkers to display 
what they have lovingly made. 
	 Lastly, it is that time of year that we 
are looking for nominations for the next 
member to receive the Distinguished 
Service Award. There is an article here in 
the Newsletter explaining what you need 
to do to nominate someone, where to 
email it, and a list of the people still living 
in the club who have received the award.
	 Meanwhile, I know you all are looking 
forward to the Sept. 19 workshop meeting, 
which will feature a presentation by Mick 
Simon on handheld CNC routing with the 
Shaper Origin. I will be absent for that 
meeting, but look for me in October! 
	 —Diane
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July Workshoop

A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT DENDROTECHNOLOGY
At the July workshop, members once again toured the Corrales facilities of 
DendroTechnology, a local lumber mill specializing in the harvesting and milling of urban trees. 
	 The visit included demonstrations of Dendro’s horizontal bandsaw mill for cutting slabs and 
blanks from whole logs, a peek inside the kiln, a tour of the drying sheds and, of course, a 
walk-through of the fully equipped woodshop.
	 Highlights in the shop include the twin-tablesaw setup, the giant Powermatic bandsaw, and 
the multiple large-scale routing stations. 
	 The company also builds custom furniture on commission from various clients. Proprietor 
Rick Thaler showed the group work underway on a large corporate conference table. 
	 We are always grateful to visit at Dendro, a chance to see an abundance of beautiful wood 
being milled and turned into beautiful work.
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2026 Toy Party

BUILDING SMILES,  
ONE TOY CAR  
AT A TIME
	 It is a little like clockwork. 
	 Put a couple dozen AWA members in a 
well-equipped shop with an abundance of 
workable stock and steady direction, and 
you will get a couple hundred completed 
toys well before it gets dark outside.  At 
this year’s Dovetail toy party, members 
built toy cars to share with area kids this 
holiday season.  
	 The event took place in early July at 
Dovetail Community Workshop. Work 
began at 9 a.m., with separate stations for 
marking and measuring, drilling windows 
and axle holes, bandsawing bodies to 
shape and routing them smooth. Several 
crew members sat around a large table  
for the final steps, gluing and installing  
the wheels. 
	 The morning’s work ended with a pizza 
break. By mid-afternoon there were 
250 new cars ready for packaging and 
distribution. Beautiful work, folks! 
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Distinguished Service Award

WHO MAKES AWA 
BETTER? NOMINATE 
THEM TODAY.
DEADLINE: WED, SEP 30	

Nominations are now open for the 
AWA Distinguished Service Award.
	 The nominee must have been a 
member for at least three years, 
with a clear record of having gone 
above and beyond in their efforts 
to serve AWA. This person doesn’t 
have to be a master woodworker 
or your best friend. Just think of 
someone who gives to the club in 
a special way.  
	 Previous winners are not eligible 
to be nominated. Past recipients 
still with the club are: 
Jack Thompson, Van Barta,  
Darrell Filkins, Derek Roff,  
Mike Murray, Ros Barnes,  
John Henderson, Ron Danner,  
Ben Blackwell, Jerry Van 
Slambrook, and Diane Galbraith.
	 There is no nomination form.  
Just send an email with a paragraph 
or two describing your candidate’s 
contributions and their impact. 
Send it to dianegalb@msn.com,  
no later than September 30, 2026.  
	 The previous winners will review 
the nominations and the award will 
be given at the November meeting.
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August Workshop

PUTTING 3D PRINTING TO WORK 
IN THE WOODSHOP
	 At the August workshop, Bill Cotton and Kerry Neef 
acquainted the group with some of the practical uses for 
3D printing in the woodshop. These uses include custom 
jigs, templates, and small tools such as the detail sanding 
tools shown in the photos. The printer allows these items 
to be sized and configured precisely for the needs of the 
individual woodworker.
	 A mid-level printer suitable for use in a home shop 
could cost in the neighborhood of $300 to $400, can 
be placed on a bench or desk, and does not require 
extensive software or computer skills.
	 In addition to showing the types of things a printer can 
help create, Kerry also discussed plans for an upcoming 
regular feature on the club’s website to share designs for 
3D printed items useful in the shop. Looking forward to 
seeing them! 
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2026 

THE NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR IS UNDERWAY  
AND AWA IS THERE! 

As in years past, AWA volunteers have helped  
with the fair’s woodworking competition. 
Members assisted in receiving entries, setting 
up the display and judging. Members will also  
be there to help participants retrieve their  
entries when the fair is completed.
	 This year’s woodworking competition is smaller 
than in years past, with just 25 entries total. 
	 Two club members: Pete Shelkin and Patrick 
Henry, submitted entries. Pete submitted a 
CNC cutting board and Patrick entered several 
fretwork projects.
	 This year’s judges were Russell Smith, the club’s 
coordinator for the State Fair, along with Les 
Bruce, Wally Lopez and Mike Ulrickson. 

	 Russell wanted to thank his fellow judges as 
well as all of the members who helped with the 
preparations. They are:  

Rick Martin	 Bonnie Ullman
Kevin Cook	 Len Piazza
Kay Grant	 Brent Scott
Tom Kight	 Barry Prins	
John Henderson

	 The fair continues through September 20.  
If you get the chance, please visit the 
woodworking display! 

Save The Date

2027 ABQ WOODWORKING SHOW

It’ll be here before you know it. 
The 2027 edition of the Albuquerque 
Woodworking Show—our third annual 
event—is tentatively set to take place on 
Saturday, April 24, 2027.  
	 That’s a couple of months earlier than in 
previous years. Organizers opted for the 
earlier date to be more compatible with 
other events and to draw more seasonal 
interest. The location, will stay the same 
as in prior years – St. John’s United 
Methodist Church in Albuquerque.  

	 We can’t lock in our chosen date until 
late October, so there’s an outside chance 
we’ll need to adjust, but coordinator 
Russell Smith says he will keep us posted. 
	 So mark your calendars and stay tuned! 
More updates to come as we get closer. 

April 24, 2027, 9am–4pm
St. John’s United Methodist Church
Albuquerque

— OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED ABOUND —



Your generous support helps AWA

THANK YOU, SPONSORS

As always, next time you buy tools, or pick up 
lumber and supplies for a project, consider 
patronizing the seven businesses listed below. 
They support our organization and its public 
service efforts, and they offer discounts 
to AWA members—just  show your current 
membership card.

W
OODWORKERS  ASSOCIATI

ON

ALBUQUERQUE

Join a Community That Builds Together

The Albuquerque Woodworkers Association 
is more than a club — it’s a community. We 
come together to share knowledge, support 
each other’s growth, and celebrate the craft 
of woodworking. Each month, members learn 
from expert-led workshops, explore new skills 
through hands-on sessions, and gain access 
to a library of recorded presentations. 

Whether you’re an experienced maker or just 
starting out, you’ll find a place here. Come 
build with us.

abqawa.org


