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The 2025 Toy Project was a collaboration involving about 100 
people from:

➢ The Albuquerque Woodworkers Association 
➢ The Sandia Doll Club 
➢ The Thimbleweeds Quilters

1563 Toys were distributed to 25 organizations  which serve 
underprivileged children

➢ 54% Day Care and Headstart
➢ 4% Shelters
➢ 42% Other support groups

> 60,000 Toys distributed inception



Christina Kent Daycare Center Santa Party



25 
Recipient
Groups

Demand 
up



1375 wooden toys made 
including some new 
designs 

Turtle by Bryant Mithchell

“Cutie Fly” Production by 
Jerry Van Slambrook



Infants 14% 1-2 years 26%

6&7 years 18%3-5 years 42%

Toys by Age 
Groups



About 100 people participated



290 Mustangs completed at Dovetail Toy Party !



“Cutie Fly” Production by 
Jerry Gary and Ron 



>1500 Toys packaged 
by 24 AWA members, 
and distributed to 
recipient organizations

Packaging Party at Taylor Ranch Community Center



Wally delivers to Joy Junction



We are indebted to the following donors:

• $850 from Sophia’s Giving Circle, Placitas.     

• Dakota Hardwoods- substantial discounts on poplar lumber

• The Sandia Doll Club-  >600 Stuffed Animals

• The Thimbleweeds Quilters > 600  Quilts for the dolls

• Countless un-reimbursed expenses for sandpaper, blades, finish, 
etc. by AWA Toymakers



Special Thanks to:
• Van & Virginia Barta for making all the planes

• Rick Martin and Bonnie Ullman for managing infant car production

• Ben Blackwell for managing cradle production

• Dendro Technology for help with Plywood pre-Processing

• Bryant Mitchell for 98 new turtle designs

• Jerry Van Slambrook for a 58 new “Cutie Fly” toys



Thank Yous received to date





From: Kristi McBride <kmcbride@firstbornla.org>Sent: 
Monday, February 9, 2026 1:48 PMTo: 
president@abqawa.org <president@abqawa.org>

Subject: Thank you! We are always so appreciative of what 
the AWA does in providing wooden toys for our families. We 
recently had our Winter Party and each children went home with 
a wooden toy. Many of them colored them before they even left 
and were pulling them around during the event. They brought so 
much joy. We had the families sign a thank you banner to mail to 
you guys

Kristi McBride, IMH-E®Executive Director, First Born Program of Los Alamos

mailto:kmcbride@firstbornla.org
mailto:kmcbride@firstbornla.org
mailto:kmcbride@firstbornla.org
mailto:kmcbride@firstbornla.org
mailto:kmcbride@firstbornla.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org
mailto:president@abqawa.org






2026 draft plan

• 120 Rattles
• 190 small cars
• 150 wood animals with wheels
• 300 large cars
• 130 Flying things
• 300 cradles

 



• Always Looking for more people to host toy parties
➢Taking lumber and parts to finished toys

➢Making up wheeled toy kits 

• We have time to consider new designs

➢We’ve standardized to 1.5” wheels and axel pegs

➢Use FAS Poplar no thicker the 6/4, and Baltic Birch plywood

➢Simplicity of production is critical, particularly band sawing and sanding

▪ AWA now has a spindle/horizontal sander

Production- Issues and Solutions

Contact Mike Murray if interested.



Thank you all for great teamwork!

This draft will be soon on the website, 
Please get omissions, corrections etc. to me

Will update periodically as new material comes in so if 
you have pictures please send to Mike
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