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President’s Message...
Hello fellow woodworkers,
Last month I was saying 
how many open projects 
we had ahead in 2023. This 
month I can brag that two 
of them are completed.

During February, after several trips 
to Ros’ shop, under the leadership 
of John Henderson we completed 15 
large dog houses and 15 medium dog 
houses. A huge thank you goes out to 
the 23 volunteers and to Ros and Barb 
Barnes for hosting the sessions.
This month - all month long - club 
members’ wood working accomplish-
ments will be on display at the Cherry 
Hills Library. A big thank you to Ron 
Danner, Barry Prins, Kent Elrod, 
Bryant Mitchell, Tim Westemeir, Kay 
and Bert Grant, Beverly and Donny 
Moeller. Please take the time to drop 
by the Cherry Hills Library at 6901 
Barstow St. NE to see the display. We 
have an amazing group of very talent-
ed woodworkers.
A board committee is exploring the 
possibility of beginner woodworking 
class to be taught by Michael Mocho. 
John Henderson, Ron Danner, Ben 
Blackwell and I met with Michael re-
cently to begin sorting out the details. 
If those details can be worked out, the 
classes likely would not start until late 
fall or early spring of 2024.
Finally, the next two meetings the 
presentations will be about tablesaws, 
a woodshop mainstay. The different 
presenters will have stories about their 
saws and the pros and cons. Should 
be two very informative sessions that 
even if you are a seasoned woodwork-
er you wouldn’t want to miss.
See you on March 18!

Above, left: The crew for the second assembly session. Left to right - Ros Barnes, Dave 
Kilgus, Kevin Konetzni, President Diane Galbraith, Larry Stroup, Karol Baughman, Donny 
Moller, Charlie Gunter, Brent Scott, Jerry Trujillo, and Ken Smith behind Jerry. Others who 
helped with the project but are not pictured include Bill Cotton, Art Ellis, John Henderson, 
Nick Jarman, Jodell Larimer, Wally Lopez, Rick Martin, Chelsea Mellott, Walter Putnam, 
Joshua Spencer, Bonnie Ullman, Ed Williams, and Alan Voda.

March Workshop: Tablesaw safety and features 
AWA members Bill Cotton, Ros Barnes, Rick Martin and 
Mike Murray will discuss their tablesaw experiences, both 
good and bad, at the March 18 workshop. Bill and Ros will 
discuss safety. Rick will detail his Craftsman saw, Mike will 
discuss his Delta. The meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. at the 
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center. 

The last several weeks have seen AWA volunteers working 
feverishly to build a set of dog houses. Ros Barnes brings us 
up to date...
It was last fall when John Henderson’s wife Tru-
dy (an Albuquerque City Councilor), after no-
ticing a plea from the Animal Welfare Depart-
ment, suggested that AWA consider making dog 
houses for residents who couldn’t afford a shelter 
for their pet. All costs could be paid for through 
Albuquerque councilor’s discretionary funds – 
none from AWA. This concept took on a life of 
its own, and several weeks later with the help of 
over 40 workers, we are now looking at the final 
push to get all 30 completed (15 large, and 15 
medium sizes). The photo at right below shows 
most of the 30 houses, before they received their 
final coat of exterior sealer and mineral roofing.

Pet Project
Volunteers build shelters for area canines

Ripping parts to width on the 
tablesaw. Ros Barnes supervis-
es. Photo by Jodell Larimer.



AWA’s annual toy project enjoyed a 
banner year in 2022, and organizers are 
looking forward to equal success in the 
coming months. 
Toy project director Mike Murray pre-
sented the project’s annual recap at the 
February workshop meeting.
Last year, more than 100 people took 
part in the annual volunteer effort. 
Club members made more than 1,600 
new toys and distributed more than 
1,800 to 30 area organizations. 
For 2023, the schedule calls for lumber 
and parts to be purchased and distrib-
uted soon, with toy production un-

derway from April 
through Ocbtober.
Planning for dis-
tribution of toys 
should be complete 
by mid-November, 
with a packing 
party in early De-
cember and toys distributed in time for 
Christmas. 
Changes for this year, based on lessons 
learned, include changes to production 
processes and scheduling for greater 
participation, particularly by beginning 
woodworkers. Mike said he also wants 
to simplify the project by reducing the 

variety and complex-
ity of the toys that are 
made. 
On the distribution 
side, organizers are 
planning a survey of 
recipient organizations 
to reduce the effort and frustration 
of getting the information needed for 
distribution. 
Bonnie Ullman, who led distribution 
efforts for the last several years, noted 
the project’s importance in the face of 
New Mexico’s high poverty rates, and 
she encouraged continued support for 
low-income schools as toy recipients.   

Mastering 
your craft 
means know-
ing your 
materials. 
In that spirit, 
SFCC instruc-
tor and former 
AWA Educa-
tion Director Russell Smith gave members a sol-
id introduction to what the craftsperson needs 
to know about wood during his presentation at 
the February workshop.
The talk attempted to distill a multi-week col-
lege course into a couple of hours - a daunting 
task, but the speaker covered a lot of ground. 
Russell’s talk touched on wood’s physical struc-
ture and properties, as well as grain and figure, 
and the differences between hardwood and soft-
wood. He also discussed what the woodworker 
needs to understand in dealing with wood’s 
tendency to shrink and swell with changes in 
humidity. He pointed members toward detailed 
resources on properties of American hardwoods 
and on dealing with wood moisture in furniture 
making. 
Note: February’s scheduled speaker, Michael 
Mocho, was forced to postpone his planned 
presentation on construction of a walnut slab 
dining table. A make-up date is pending. 

Members’ work displayed at Cherry Hills
Library exhibit continues throughout March
Here’s something to consider doing 
after the March 18 workshop: Make 
the quick drive over to the Cherry 
Hills library on Barstow, east of Wyo-
ming, and check out the terrific little 
exhibit of work by AWA members. 
You’ll be glad you did. It is good to be 
reminded - with honest to goodness 
physical evidence - just how diversely 
talented a crowd you run with. 
On display are many fine examples of 
furniture, boxes, tableware, deco-
rative figures and more.  Each piece 
has a nametag on it, so if you see a 
technique or project you’d like to try, 
reach out to the maker. I’ll wager that 
they will gladly share how they did it.
The work will be on display through 
the end of the month. The library is 
located at 6901 Barstow St. NE. 
Top: A trove of stel-
lar work. Far right: 
Upholstered chair 
by Mike Murray. 
Right: Serving dish 
by Ron Danner

Recap: Toy Project looks to learn from, build on 2022 success

February Workshop
Characteristics of Wood
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https://www.sfcc.edu/programs/fine-woodworking/
https://www.hardwoodinfo.com/wp-content/uploads/professional/species-guide/Hardwood-Collection-Species-Guide.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-163.pdf


Our sponsors and friends...
As always, next time you buy tools, 
or pick up lumber and supplies for a 
project, consider patronizing the seven 
businesses listed below. They support 
our organization and its public service 

efforts, and they offer discounts to AWA 
members. Show your current mem-
bership card and the friendly folks at 
the register will reduce the cost of your 
purchase.  

We also use this space to say thank you 
to Charlotte and Chuck Breeden for 
giving us a secure location to park the 
storage container that holds supplies for 
our annual toy drive and other projects. 

We want to say a special thanks also to our friends 
at the Albertson’s Market at Paseo Del Norte and 
Ventura NE, and the Starbucks Coffee at Paseo and 

Wyoming - both convenient to our meeting space 
- for graciously providing the donuts and coffee for 
our monthly workshop meetings. 


