
The last two weeks of December are always busy 
ones at AWA, as the club’s annual toy project 
reaches the finish line.  
Last month, volunteers distributed close to 
1,800 toys to children at 30 different service 
agencies, shelters and schools in and around 
Albuquerque. The year-long project to make 

and distribute toys involved 
more than 100 people in 2022, including help 
and materials from partner organizations. 
The distribution effort kicked off on Dec. 10, as 
more than two dozen volunteers met at AWA’s 
storage facility to package the toys for delivery.  
To volunteer for the 2023 project, contact 
project director Mike Murray at mgmurray.1@
gmail.com.
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From the President’s Desk...
Happy New Year! I must 
be getting older because 
I feel like last year went 
by too quickly. Or maybe 
it’s just that I am looking 

forward to 2023.
 Already starting out for 2023 we 
identified several projects that AWA 
will be working on. John Henderson, 
Ros Barnes and Jerry VanSlambook 
are working on a prototype dog 
house. The City of Albuquerque will 
distribute these to responsible dog 
owners to help keep their new pet 
warm this winter and winters to 
come. We will be seeking volunteers 
to help build 30 dog houses.
The Albuquerque Public Library at 
Cherry Hills has asked AWA to put 
samples of our work in a display case 
for the month of March. We will be 
seeking people willing to show their 
woodworking talent and leave it in 
the library case for one month. Stay 
tuned for details. 

The ramp project continues to blos-
som with the guidance of Wally Lo-
pez. In January, we will help with at 
least one install. If you are interested 
in participating, please email me. 
We have six new members serving 
on the board of directors this year. 
Several of them only joined the club 
last year. It is always good to get new 
people involved. They will bring new 
ideas and a level of enthusiasm to 
the board. A list of the new board 
members is in this Newsletter and 
there is one on the Web Page.
Looking forward to seeing you at 
the January 21 meeting. Remember 
a club is only as good as the sum of 
all of the parts. That is why we have 
such a terrific organization.

Smiling faces: AWA toys bring holiday cheer to area kids

Santa Claus visited a classroom at Cuidando Los Ninos on Dec. 21 to distribute carriages, 
doll beds, and other toys. The agency is one of 30 in the area to receive AWA toys. 

Domino presentation
kicks off 2023 slate of 
monthly workshops
The Festool Dom-
ino - one of the 
most innovative 
new woodworking 
tools of the last 20 
years - will be the 
subject of January’s workshop 
presentation. The Domino is a 
handheld machine that looks 
and works very much like a 
biscuit joiner but instead cuts 
mortises for floating tenons in a 
single plunge.
The presenter will be Mick 
Simon, a woodworking instruc-
tor at Santa Fe Community 
Collge. The program begins at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 18 at the 
North Domingo Baca Multigen-
erational Center. Presentations 
are held the third Saturday of 
each month.  

AWA Gear
“Where the well-dressed 

woodworker shops”
www.abqawa.org



The AWA Board of Directors will 
conduct its first meeting of 2023 at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, January 28 at the home 
of newly elected Vice President John 
Henderson. 
The board’s first order of business 
will be to welcome several other new 
members elected in November. The 
meeting’s formal agenda had not been 
finalized as of press time, but discus-
sions are likely to include a review of 
the club’s finances as well as planning 
for the annual toy project and con-

tinued participation in other public 
service endeavors. Those include the 
NM Ramp project and a new effort 
by the city of Albuquerque to provide 
doghouse for newly adopted pets. 

Any member may attend a board meet-
ing to observe or to address the board. 
If you wish to do so, contact AWA 
President Diane Galbraith in advance 
via email at dianegalb@msn.com.

AWA Board of Directors for 2023
President: Diane Galbraith Vice President: John Henderson
Secretary & Treasurer: Les Bruce Membership Director: Kevin Konetzni
Education Director: Ros Barnes At-Large Members:
Librarian & Newsletter: Steve Scott Ron Danner Melissa Hilleary   Kay Grant
Toy Project Director: Mike Murray Kent Elrod Barry Prins        Dave Frank

I needed a 4mm “Allen” wrench 
(also known as a hex wrench) 
to adjust stop bars on one of my 
machines. Because the reach 
required that I use the long leg 
of the wrench, that left the short 
leg for tightening – it cut into 
my hand. In order to solve that 
problem, I took a ¾” X ¾” X 6’ 
length of scrap ash, cut a slight-
ly undersized groove down the 
middle, cut it to a comfortable 
length, drilled a slightly undersized hole through the 
middle, sanded off the sharp edges and corners, and then 
pressed an extra 4mm wrench into the new handle. If the 
wrench works loose over time, I’ll simply epoxy it back in 
place. Works like a champ!
- Ros Barnes

New directors seated, board set to meet Jan. 28

CHECK IT OUT
The AWA Library has hundreds of woodworking books, videos and electronic magazines. 

Contact librarian Steve Scott at stephenharlan@gmail.com to arrange check out. 

Tricks of the Trade
The smart way to handle an Allen wrench

Volunteers sought for multiple projects
Toys, access ramps, and doghouses top list
AWA’s public service work 
appears likely to continue 
growing in 2023, with the 
addition of a new project 
to build doghouses for 
distribution by the City of 
Albuquerque. Organizers 
are seeking volunteers to 
build 30 of the structures 
to shelter adopted pets. 
That project comes in 
addition to ongoing work 
for the NM Ramp project, 
which builds home acces-

sibility ramps for those 
in need across the state. 
Organizers plan to install 
an AWA built ramp - the 
first of 2023 - this month. 
The club’s annual toy 
project also provides many 
ways in which to contrib-
ute, including take-home 
toy kits and day-long shop 
gatherings called “toy par-
ties.” The project’s direc-
tors look to expand the toy 
party schedule this year. 

How to Help - To volunteer, contact the following:
Doghouses - John Henderson - john@sunvista.com
NM Ramp - Diane Galbraith - dianegalb@msn.com
AWA Toys - Mike Murray -  mgmurray.1@gmail.com



Our sponsors and friends...
As always, next time you buy tools, 
or pick up lumber and supplies for a 
project, consider patronizing the seven 
businesses listed below. They support 
our organization and its public service 

efforts, and they offer discounts to AWA 
members. Show your current mem-
bership card and the friendly folks at 
the register will reduce the cost of your 
purchase.  

We also use this space to say thank you 
to Charlotte and Chuck Breeden for 
giving us a secure location to park the 
storage container that holds supplies for 
our annual toy drive and other projects. 

We want to say a special thanks also to our friends 
at the Albertson’s Market at Paseo Del Norte and 
Ventura NE, and the Starbucks Coffee at Paseo and 

Wyoming - both convenient to our meeting space 
- for graciously providing the donuts and coffee for 
our monthly workshop meetings. 


