
AWA volunteers spent weeks preparing for the 2022 State Fair. Club members judged 
dozens of show entries, conducted demonstrations and greeted visitors daily. Members 
Kay Grant and Marvin Roque demonstrated scroll-saw techniques. AWA member Kent Elrod was awarded a Best in Show 
ribbon for his jigsaw-puzzle themed charcuterie board, which was made using techniques taught in Ben Blackwell’s recent 
template routing class. Kent and the piece are shown at bottom right. 

Hi Woodworkers,
August was a very busy 
month for AWA. 
Ben Blackwell and many 
others worked hard on the 

Sept. 10 estate sale for Tracy Murray, 
at Tracy’s shop in Corrales. The Mur-
ray family generously donated the sale 
proceeds to AWA.
As you read this, the 2022 New Mex-
ico State Fair is drawing to a close. 
Our club participated in the fair this 
year for the first time since 2019. 
Bonnie Ullman, Rick Martin, and 
many others worked long hours to set 
up our booth, accept entries for the 
woodworking exhibit, and assist with 
judging. The State Fair is an important 

way for woodworkers to show off their 
talents.  Participating in the State Fair 
is a very worthwhile project.  
Greg, the director of the NM Ramp 
Project, sent out an email seeking 

volunteers. Two deliveries of donated 
lumber needed to be received at the 
NM Ramp Project Warehouse and 
even though we didn’t receive much 
lead time, Greg did get help from 
several of our members. For those 
who signed up, Greg will be plan-
ning building sessions.  Greg is also 
working around our schedules to help 
make these building projects success-

ful. Watch for emails from him.
For the August workshop meeting 
we had Don Roden, from McFeeley’s 
Screws, who gave a presentation on 
screws and fasteners.  It was a very 
entertaining and informative presen-
tation. For those who missed it, you 
can view it on our web page.
The Sept. 17 meeting begins at 9:30 
a.m. at North Domingo Baca. Mem-
bers will present their own work in 
another Show ’n Tell.  We look for-
ward to seeing more projects that our 
members have created.
Looking forward to seeing you at the 
meeting.

Diane 

President’s Message
Diane Galbraith
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From the President’s Desk...

New Mexico woodworkers say “Meet Me at the Fair” 



Don Roden, AWA’s August workshop speaker, extracted a 
pledge from everyone in attendance.
“Repeat after me,” he said. “I will never use drywall screws 
in woodworking. Why? The answer’s in the name.”
Roden, a local woodturner and marketing director for Mc-
Feely’s Screws and Fasteners, focused on tips for choosing 
the appropriate screw for each task. The keys, he said, lay 
in understanding the screw’s basic characteristics such as 
head styles (fillister head for pocket-hole screws), driver 
recesses, and thread length.
He explained how to avoid “board jacking,” a common and 
frustrating phenomenon in which a screw’s threads tend to 
push apart the boards being fastened. The trick: use a screw 
on which the threads don’t run so far up the shank that they 
bite into the top board.

“Thread length is everything,” he said.
Drivers are important too, he noted, recommending a drill 
driver with a clutch for square drive screws because an im-
pact driver tends to damage the bit.

The smart way to choose
your fasteners and screws

Toy project work earns public service award
AWA was recognized this month for its 
efforts to help children with an award pre-
sented by a local organization dedicated 
to providing early childhood education 
and family services.
The club was one of three organizations 
to receive awards from Native American 
Professional Parent Resources (NAPPR). 
AWA President Diane Galbraith accepted 
the award at NAPPR’s 40th anniversary 
celebration on Sept. 9. 
“My organization...has been lucky enough 
to receive annual holiday gift contribu-
tions from the Albuquerque Woodwork-

er’s Association for many years,” NAPPR 
Executive Director Elaine Sanchez told 
Diane. “We would like to honor Albu-
querque Woodworker’s Association at this 
special event.”
NAPPR is dedicat-
ed to improving 
the lives of Native 
and non-Native 
families. The group 
operates the Early 
Head Start day care 
center in northeast 
Albuquerque.

The Sept. 10 tool sale at the shop 
of former AWA president Tracy 
Murray yielded well over $20,000 
to support AWA. Many thanks 
to volunteers Diane Galbraith, 
Van Barta, Mike Murray, Ben 
Blackwell, John Henderson, Ron 
Danner, Kevin Konetzni, Neal 
Davie and new member Mike 
McWeenie. Heavier equip-
ment such as the 16-inch 
jointer shown at far right was 
sold in advance and moved 
with the aid of a front-load-
er by TJ Hardware. Tracy, 
a devoted woodworker and 
friend, passed away in May.



Our sponsors
As always, next time you buy tools, or 
pick up lumber and supplies for a proj-
ect, consider patronizing the businesses 
listed below. They support our organi-
zation and its public service efforts, and 

they offer discounts to AWA members. 
Show your current membership card 
and the friendly folks at the register will 
reduce the cost of your purchase.  
We also use this space to say thank you 

to Charlotte and Chuck Breeden for 
giving us a secure location to park the 
storage container that holds supplies for 
our annual toy drive and other projects. 

AWA Gear
“Where the well-dressed 

woodworker shops”
www.abqawa.org

John Henderson still needs your help.
Recognized by the membership last 
year for his distinguished service to 
AWA, John now has the responsibility 
of gathering nominations for the 2022 
Distinguished Service Award. This year’s 
recipient - selected by a vote of the DSA 
committee - will be announced at the 
October workshop meeting. 
In the meantime, John says, “we need 
YOU.” 
John asks that you please take a moment 
- soon - and send him the name of your 

nominee, along with a description of their 
contributions to the club. “Let’s acknowl-
edge that person who has served our AWA 
club above and beyond expectations,” 
John said. John’s email is john@sunvista.
com. 

AWA’s board of directors has cancelled 
the club’s monthly workshop meeting for 
this December out of concern that the 
event will conflict with holiday plans for 
too many club members. The meeting had 
been scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 17.

Reminders: DSA nominations due, no Dec. meeting

 Welcome New Members
If you see these names on a nametag 

at the next workshop meeting, be 
sure to say... Hello!

 Daniel Moller       Alex Wetzel
Mike McWeenie


