
AWA members have multi-
ple opportunities each year 
to have fun and do wood-
working while giving back 
to the community, Vice 
president Bonnie Ullman 
told members at the club’s 
March workshop meeting. 
Bonnie made a direct ap-
peal for volunteers to serve 
as ambassadors for wood-
working at local STEM 
events, adult education 
nights at Explora and the 
New Mexico State Fair. 
The volunteer push is part 
of an effort to re-start 
engagement with these events, which 
have been essentially dormant since 
2019 due to Covid. The events serve the 
community and help the club recruit 
new members. They are also, Bonnie 
noted, a lot of fun. 
She described an annual event in which 
non-profits and corporate partici-
pants present hands-on, STEM-related 
projects for kids to complete and take 
with them. AWA members distributed 

club-made wooden abacus kits for the 
children to assemble and take home. 
At a 2019 Explora event, the club did 
bandsaw, handplane and boxmaking 
demonstrations while sharing club 
literature and recruiting several new 
members. 
“We showed how easy projects could 
be and how little equipment is actually 
needed,” Bonnie said. 
The State Fair, she added, gives AWA 

members and other New Mexico wood-
workers a great opportunity to display 
their work. Club members also greet 
fair visitors and present woodworking 
demonstrations.
 If you did not get an opportunity to 
sign up for a volunteer slot after Bon-
nie’s presentation, you can reach her at  
at vicepresident@abqawa.org.

Greetings from the President’s desk. The AWA 
meetings remind me of springtime in my yard.  

Each meeting there are more mem-
bers returning and new members “popping up.” 
The first large-group toy party in two years took 
place in late March at Ros and Barb Barnes place 
outside Belen. Mike Murray had so many volun-

teers that he turned some of the old standbys down to make 
room for new recruits. Thank you to all the volunteers. There 
will be more toy parties and kits available soon.

Club members conducted an estate sale on 
March 26 - our first of 2022. It was great to 
see so many familiar faces! AWA members 

found some great bargains, and the sale benefitted the family 
of Santa Fe woodworker Bob Keaty. There will be another 
estate sale on June 25, in Placitas - details as to exact time 
and place will come soon through the bulletin board and/or 
newsletter.   
I look forward to seeing you at the April meeting!   
Best Regards,  Diane

Tool sale, toy party launch busy season for members

A call for volunteers Don’t Forget...
April Workshop

The next monthly meeting begins 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, April 16 at 
the North Domingo Baca Multi-
generational Center. Masks are 
optional. Speakers Charlie Palmer 
and Oliver Wagner will discuss 
construction of a low chest of 
drawers from the Ming Dynasty.

May Workshop
Speaker for the May 21 workshop 
presentation could be ... you! (See 
p.4). 

Badges...?
If you are new and need a member 
name badge – or if you are old and 
need a replacement badge, please 
contact Van Barta at 505-249-5802.

President’s Message
Diane Galbraith
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VP asks members to support outreach projects

AWA volunteers show both kids and adults how to work with wood. A case 
displays State Fair prize winners



A Very Full Weekend
March toy party, tool sale keep AWA members busy

Education Director Ros Barnes hosted 
a toy-making party at his shop south 
of Belen on Sunday, March 27. A crew 
of 13 volunteers spent about five hours 
working a pair of tablesaws, the band-
saw, router table and two different belt 
sanders. The team prepared several 
hundred headboards and footboards for 
doll beds, and enjoyed a fabulous barbe-
cue lunch from the kitchen of Barbara 
Barnes. When’s the next one, Ros?

Tool Sale!

AWA hosted a tool sale on Saturday, March 26 to benefit 
the estate of Santa Fe woodworker Bob Keaty. Among 
the items available were high-quality handplanes and 
other edge tools, heavy duty sanders, clamps, turning 
tools and a beautiful Powermatic bandsaw. AWA mem-
bers were allowed to shop for two hours before the sale 

opened to the public. Mr. Keaty’s brother, Doug Keaty, 
said he was grateful for the club’s help in ensuring that 
his brother’s tools would find new homes. “AWA helped 
me get some good tools out into the world to be used,” 
he said. “It’s a way to pass the blessing of his life on to 
others.” 



But, of course, I can’t make something that simple. 
Take a look at the top - that’s NOT a coaster. That’s 
actually a wireless phone charger. It’s designed to 
work through wood tops, up to 1” thick (mine is 
about 1/2”).

At the March workshop, furniture 
conservator Keith Bakker presented 
three “case studies” to illustrate some 
key features of early New Mexican 
casework. 
Most of the earliest surviving examples 
were built not by furniture makers but 
by carpenters trained in other wood-
working disciplines, Bakker said. The 
techniques of their carpentry trade are 
evident in the thick stock used for the 
frame-and-panel construction, and 
in the staggered through-mortise and 
tenon joinery. 

The pieces were built primarily from 
Ponderosa pine, finished with heavy 
coats of paint in a variety of colors – 
mainly earth-tone browns and reds as 

well as Prussian blue. Only small areas 
of the paint remain. Geometric carv-
ing motifs reflect designs that could be 
rendered easily using a carpenter’s tools 
– the compass and straightedge. 
At Keith’s request, no video was made 
of his presentation. To learn more, 
club librarian Steve Scott recommends 
“Spanish Colonial Furniture,” by 
A.D. Williams, which is in the AWA 
library, and “New Mexican Furniture 
1600-1940,” by Lonn Taylor and Dessa 
Bokides, which is not in the library but 
should be. 

New Mexican colonial furniture: Joinery and finish details
March Workshop

The 19th-century Valdez chest, made near Velarde, is 
among the pieces studied by Keith Bakker. 

We needed a small end table for one of our living room 
chairs, so I designed one (about 12” X 16” X 24” high) 
and used wood flooring remnants that I still have from a 
couple of months ago (OK - 11 years ago) for the top and 
shelf, and hickory for the legs and top skirt. 

Underneath the top, I installed and wired a 2-wire 
outlet in a metal “handi- box”, where I plugged in 
the phone charger. I can use the second outlet for 
a small lamp.

That wasn’t enough of a challenge, so since the four legs 
were 1-1/2” square (made up of two 3/4” thick strips), I 
notched the middle of one of the segments (3/8” X 3/8”) 
before gluing them up so I could run a two-wire lamp 
cord up the leg to eliminate it hanging over the side of 
the table after assembly.

Member Project - Homemade Charging Station
Always ahead of the curve, Education Director Ros Barnes shared this recent shop-built addition to his home even 
before he knew he’d be hosting next month’s show-and-tell workshop (p.4). Talk with Ros for details.



Our sponsors

Education Director Ros Barnes 
announced a welcome new 
wrinkle this week for the May 21 
workshop meeting.
“The entire meeting will be de-
voted to show-and-tell, otherwise 
known as ‘Whatcha been ma-
kin’?” Ros said.
He encouraged members to sign 
up and bring a recent project - or 
a flash drive with some photos - 
to show your work. (“Come on - strut your stuff!” he adds.)

Show-and-tell meetings offer a great chance to learn from 
fellow members. Ros encouraged presenters to prepare a 
short talk to help the auience understand:
• why you chose to build the project;
• the materials, joinery and equipment you chose; 
• the finish you applied;
• the problems you faced and the solutions you applied;
• and the big one - would you make it again?
If you’d like to participate, contact Ros at RNBBNZ@
gmail.com. He will share further details. If enough pre-
senters sign up, a second show-and-tell may be scheduled 
for a later date. 

Next time you buy tools, or pick up 
lumber and supplies for a project, con-
sider patronizing the businesses listed 
below. They support our organization 
and its public service efforts, and they 
offer discounts to AWA members. Show 
your current membership card and the 

friendly folks at the register will reduce 
the cost of your purchase.  
We also use this space to say thank you 
to Charlotte and Chuck Breeden for 
giving us a secure location to park the 

storage container that holds supplies for 
our annual toy drive and other projects. 

An AWA guest shows his recent project
at the March workshop meeting.

“Come on - strut your stuff!”
Members invited to present their work at May 21 “show-and-tell” 


