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President’s Message  

 

 

It has almost been a year since we met in person.  The club has managed to keep moving forward due in 

large part to the dedication of the board and our AWA members. 

 

The board recently met via Zoom and had a productive first meeting for 2021.   We will continue to meet 

that way until it is safe to meet in person again. 

 

Highlights from the board meeting: 

 

• We are working on updating our goals for this year.  The last time this was done was in 2019.  

The goals are still a work in progress but we are working towards completing them by the end of 

2021. 

 

• David Strip has stepped up to be the committee chair for the AWA web page.  The committee has 

been working to improve our web page.  The goal being to add more features to make it more 

user friendly and support the needs of the members. 

 

• Mike Murray has started planning for the 2021 Toy Project.  We will be assembling Toy Kits 

again and maybe even have Toy Parties if it is safe to be together.   

 

• Despite the Pandemic we have had 22 new members join AWA this past year! 

 

• Remember to support our sponsors.  They are listed in the Newsletter and need us as much as we 

need them. 

 

Stay safe and I am hopeful we will meet in person again soon. 

 

 

Diane Galbraith 

President 
 

 

 

  



 

Special Announcements  

 

In the December 2020 edition of this newsletter, we announced Ros Barnes as the Distinguished Service Award 

recipient but what was left out was the write-up on why the award was presented to him. Here’s that write-up: 

 

 

 

 

Ros joined AWA in 2013 and immediately jumped in with both feet. He served as the Newsletter editor from 2015 

through 2019 during which he was also one of our workshop photographers.  He served on the 2014 board of 

directors as vice president.  He has hosted several hands-on workshops in his shop and done a number of “show 

and tells”.   Ros has made 7 full workshop presentations including the most recent first ever video workshop! He 

provided all materials for and made 20 or so “rocking ponies” for distribution to day care centers.  In collaboration 

with Jerry Trujillo, Ros handled toy distribution in the Belen/Los Lunas Area. Ros stepped up to take a trailer full 

of donated parts from the Weigel’s, cataloged them, and stored them in his shop until they could be deployed in 

our Toy making efforts. His abacus kit proved a great hit at the 2018 Science Expo at the fairgrounds and he 

demonstrated bandsaw boxes and reindeer at several Explora events at the Children’s museum. We have always 

been able count on Ros to bring numerous entries to our State Fair Exhibit; the exploding bank being a great 

attractor.  He was a major player in the recent Little Free Library project.  Finally, Ros opened up his shop to make 

it possible to make some 40 desks for kids who have to school remotely due to the pandemic. Ros is one of the 

multi-discipline mentors listed in the newsletter and a member we can always rely on when help is needed. 

Congratulations Ros on a well-deserved award! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

On SketchUp from Jerry Van Slambrook: 

 

In the January newsletter, Ben Blackwell provided information on the great benefit we have as AWA members of 

access to the Pro version of SketchUp. I’ve been using the Pro version since 2017 and just upgraded to SketchUp 

Pro 2021 and found that the process has changed somewhat. 

Rather than issuing a license, Creation Engine and Trimble (the producer of SketchUp and source for downloads) 

have a procedure where you must create an account on Trimble with the same email address used on your Creation 

Engine account. Once you have purchased a one-year term of use with Creation Engine, they will notify Trimble 

where your access will be authorized via your login and the steps you must follow to complete the process. 

If this doesn’t work or you are having problems, don’t hesitate to contact either me or Ben Blackwell.  

 

 

  



 

Video Workshops  

The workshops have been suspended temporarily until restrictions imposed by the pandemic have been 

resolved. Stand-by for an email that will let you know when they have been resumed. 

 

A note from Russel Smith your Education Director: 

 

"Our February 2021 workshop demonstration is a presentation on "Building a Breakfast Tray" by Ben 

Blackwell and Mike Murray.   

 

 

Ben and Mike recently completed this fun and intriguing project with each building one of these 

breakfast trays.  This month's presentation is different than our previous video offerings in that the AWA 

film crew didn't travel to Ben's shop and film him giving a live presentation.  Instead, due to COVID 

concerns, Ben and Mike developed a narrated PowerPoint presentation that comprehensively follows the 

process they used to complete this project.  The narrated presentation is professionally done, easy to 

follow, and acquaints (or re-acquaints) the woodworker with some finer aspects of woodworking that he 

might not be familiar with.  I think it is an enjoyable and informative demonstration and worthy of the 37 

minutes screen time it will take to watch it." 

 

The link to the YouTube video is:  https://youtu.be/PwxPbCcfdvc  

 

Pending workshops: 

The Staff at Albuquerque Exotic Woods, "Know Your Wood" 

 Inge Sullivan – “Laser Engraving for Wood” 
 

The following is a repeat notice and invitation from our Education Director Russell Smith: 

"From the Education Director - In support of the ongoing effort to provide video workshop presentations 

on the AWA website in lieu of the regular monthly meetings, we are still looking for members who are 

interested in either providing a video tour of their workshop, or members who would like to give a video 

workshop presentation.  AWA will provide the recording crew and editing capability to ensure 

your presentation is of a professional quality, and we can come film at your shop at a time that 

is mutually convenient.  Please contact the Education Director, Russell Smith, at (505) 249-0487 

or russell.smithusmc@yahoo.com, if you are interested in participating in this effort." 

  

https://youtu.be/PwxPbCcfdvc
mailto:russell.smithusmc@yahoo.com


 

New Members  

Welcome new members: 

Robert Schubert      of Rio Rancho 

 George Cobb           of Albuquerque  

 Marcos Griego        of Albuquerque  

Can’t wait until we can meet you in person. 

 

Your 2021 Board of Directors  

Directors Position 2021 

Persident Diane Galbraith 

Vice President Bonnie Ullman 

Secretary / Treasurer Les Bruce 

Membership Rick Martin 

Immediate past president Shane Yost 

Publicity / Newsletter Editor Jerry Van Slambrook 

Education Russell Smith 

Librarian Steve Scott 

Webmaster Dave Strip 

Community Service (e.g. Toy Project) Mike Murray 

At Large Gary Reece (4th) 

Marvin Zimmerman (4th) 

Mike Ulrickson (3rd) 

Kevin Konetzni (2nd) 

Jack Harris (2nd) 

 

If you wish to contact a member of the board go to the website abqawa.org->Contact Us and there you can click on 

email addresses for certain members of the board of directors. 

  



Year Special Projects  

 

Little Free Library Project 

Derek Roff provided a link to this article saying – “The online daily publication, which calls itself ’The 

Paper’, published a short article about AWA and our collaboration with the City of Albuquerque on 

Little Free Libraries” 

Wanted: bibliophiles who love books and community. 

The Albuquerque Woodworkers Association is donating 21 little libraries to the City of Albuquerque and 

you can have one, particularly if you live in neighborhoods with high numbers of underserved kids. The 

project will prioritize low-income areas, locations near Title I schools, and places without accessible 

literacy resources. 

Recipients will receive one of 21 Little Free Libraries built by the Albuquerque Woodworkers 

Association. The local group Community Renovations Empowering Women (CREW) has volunteered to 

help install these boxes, and each Library will come with a box of books to help you get started. Please 

note that recipients will be expected to maintain their Little Free Library for at least one year, according 

to the city. 

In December, the Woodworkers Association donated handmade desks for students who did not have their 

own space to work when schools transitioned to home-learning 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

  



Update on Little Desk Project 

AWA members Ben Blackwell, Mike Murray, and Tracy Murry have built 15 Little Kids desks. These 

desks have been donated to disadvantaged elementary school children. To date, we have worked with 

Corrales Elementary, Alameda Elementary, Corrales Fire Department, and Bernalillo Elementary. Cost 

of a desk is about $35 each. Corrales Kiwanis Club donated $300 for materials. 

AWA member Rick Thaler joined the team and secured MDF donations from National Wood Products 

for nine more desks. Rick reached out to his contacts at Blue Dog Fine Woodworking and DS 

Assemblies for production assistance. Ben and Mike did the final assembly. These nine desks all have 

homes. 

Contact has been established with Rachel Aaker of the Rio Rancho Public School System. She acquired a 

materials donation from Lowe’s with a retail value of $627.83. These desks are currently under 

production.  

I would encourage other AWA members to reach out to their neighborhood elementary school to see if 

they have needy children. Our team will be happy to share our experiences with you. It is a very 

satisfying experience. 

 

 

  



 

Toy Project Report 
Mike Murray has completed his report on the 2020 AWA Toy project which you may find it on our 

website under the Toy Project pulldown menu. Great report on the wonderful results of work by so many 

of our members. 

 
  



Member’s Work  

Nice work by Doug Lawson on a desk for his grandson: 

This is a desk I made for my grandson. Thanks to a half dozen AWA members who provided advice and 

encouragement and especially to Robert Ewing. 

The desk is oak with walnut trim and it has adjustable shelves. 

The desktop is two 4/4 butt joined boards that I planed from rough lumber. The finish is tung oil. 

Nothing fancy but my largest project to date. You learn by doing. 

Thanks again AWA, 

Doug Lawson 

  



 

AWA “Mentor List”  

(From Jerry Van Slambrook, newsletter editor, gvslamb@comcast.net)  

AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization.  If you 

are at all interested, please e-mail me.  You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire to 

share your woodworking knowledge with others.  

 

NAME DISCIPLINE CONTACT INFO 

Ros Barnes Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and 

construction, equipment adjustment and tune-up, jigs. 

505-864-8857  

RNBBNZ@MSN.COM  

Bill Cotton 
CNC, 3D printing, laser engraving and joinery questions. 

phone 505.306.6819  

wyzarddoc@yahoo.com 

John Gonser Toy design and maker  

(Note:  John [an AWA LIFE Member] lives in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, but is willing to mentor anyone via email, telephone, 
or other means, and he has some original designs he is willing 

to share.) 

616-949-0061 

mailto:john.gonser@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Ulrickson 

Scroll Saw operation and use 

505-659-8943 

maulrick@aol.com  

Alan Voda  

Steve Wagner Plastic casts and molds 

Alan:  268-7096 or 
amv6775@gmail.com   

Steve:   

mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com  

Bill Zerby 

Tool Sharpening 

505-263-6632 

mailto:william.zerby@gmail.com 

Rick Thaler 
Business of woodworking 

505-980-6161 

mailto:rthaler@msn.com 

 

  



AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats  

Ivan A. Blomgren is our AWA volunteer who takes orders for apparel. 

The cost for each item (updated November 2020) includes an AWA embroidered logo. 

1. Caps are $15 each and are available in Red, Dark Green, Navy and Stone colors. 

2. Long Sleeve Denim Shirts are $30 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, and Washed Black 

colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL, & 6XL. Tall sizes are available for an 

additional $6 each. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

3. Short Sleeve Denim Shirts are $30 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, and Washed 

Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, and 4XL. 

4. Short Sleeve Key West Performance Staff Shirts (two Pockets) are $40 each available in White, Cloud 

Blue, Green Mist, Khaki, & Navy colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, & 4XL. Ladies sizes are 

S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

5. Polo Shirts with pocket are $30 each available in White, Black, Forest, Campus Gold, Light Blue, 

Burgundy, Classic Navy, Classic Red, Electric & Blue. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, & 

5XL. Ladies sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

6. V-Neck T-Shirts are $20 each available in White, Black, Turquoise, Ocean Blue, Maroon, Navy, Red, 

True Royal & Silver colors. Men's sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 

& 2XL. 

 

Names can be added to shirt orders for an additional $5 per name. 

 

Those who are members of the New Mexico Wood Turners can also have the NMWT logo added for an additional 

$5 per item. 

 

Orders are expected to be available for pick up the first meeting of the next quarter. The procedure for placing an 

order is to download the form from the AWA website, mail the completed order form to the treasurer for payment 

(Les Bruce, 7408 Dellwood NE, Albuquerque, NM  87110). The treasurer will indicate payment has been made on 

the form and then give the form to Ivan for order submittal. 

 

For those wishing to have a logo added to an existing garment, Ivan has a local embroidery shop source you can 

take them to for embroidery. See Ivan for the details. 

 

  



AWA Classifieds  

In addition to classifieds that can be run here in the newsletter, we are a several months into the new bulletin board 

implemented through emails. Rick Martin is hosting the bulletin board so send your items to him at rick-n-

or@att.net. Information will be listed for two weeks.  Deadline will be Wednesday evening and be published on 

Thursday. 

 

AWA Website & Library 

https://www.abqawa.org 

 

This library is a terrific resource for our club's members! It contains information on all aspects of the craft. 

 

Reminder on AWA website forum: 

The website committee has made a number of enhancements to enable you to interact with fellow 

AWA members, both now during this time of isolation and in the future. Because the workshops 

are being recorded without the benefit of a "studio audience", we've lost the ability to ask 

questions or make suggestions during the workshops. We have created new Video Workshops 

Q&A forum on the website where you can ask and answer questions and post suggestions. The 

presenter (and others) will be monitoring this forum, mainly in the 3-4 weeks after the video is 

first posted, so that's the best time to ask a question. A second new forum Resources, is dedicated 

to discussion of woodworking resources, ranging from where to buy hardwoods to where to take 

a class. The new General Discussion forum is there for whatever you want to use it for. Want to 

show off your latest project? Post it here. Stuck on how to proceed on a project? Here's the place 

to ask. And don't forget the three forums that have been on the website for quite some time 

now:  Classified Ads - the place to sell tools, materials, whatever;  Jigs & Fixtures; and Workshop 

Plans and Ideas. 

 

The website is also the place to go if you need to download a fillable application to AWA. 
  

https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/video-workshops-qa/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/video-workshops-qa/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/resources/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/general-discussion/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/classified-ads/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/jigs-fixtures/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/workshop-plans-and-ideas/
https://www.abqawa.org/dir/forums/forum/workshop-plans-and-ideas/


  A Grain of Humor 

  
    



  

  AWA Sponsors 


