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President’s Message  

Hello Fellow Woodworkers, 

 

The AWA Board and members have been busy behind the scenes over the last few months.  What we have been 

doing: 

 

 

 Mike Murray and a team of woodworkers are wrapping up toy building. 

 

Bonnie Ullman is working on contacting all the groups we serve for their status and for toy distribution 

counts. 

  

 Russell Smith, Les Bruce, and Diane Galbraith have been filming our monthly speakers  

 in their shops. 

 

Bulletin Board has been working well, with requests from members and non-members, as well as ads from 

both.  I have included a thank you note from a non-member who appreciated AWA’s responsiveness. 

 

Remember, you can ask the monthly speaker questions by accessing the Forum pulldown on the web page. 

 

 

With Thanksgiving fast approaching, I wish all of you the very best for a safe and pleasant holiday.  It will be a 

different year for most of us, yet I do believe we have a great deal to be thankful for.  I am thankful for a great 

group of woodworkers with whom I have had the honor to work over the last 11 months. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Diane Galbraith 

President 

 

  



 

Special Announcements  

Note from your AWA president: 

 

We had a lady reach out to us about her Ponderosa Pine tree. She wrote the nicest thank you to the club.   Just 

thought you members would like to know that we are still doing good deeds. 

 

I just copied the body of her email here: 

 

I thank you Diane. 

 

One of the members of your Albuquerque Woodworkers Association (AWA), Jerry Trujillo, is coming to 

pick up the wood for his projects. He lives in Tierra Grande as well. He knows Ros Barnes who I met 

and bought some of his crafts from day before yesterday. 

 

I'm so happy that the wood is going to be transformed into some wonderful crafts. 

 

I didn't want the beautiful tree to just be burned up in someone's fireplace. 

 

Thank you once again,  

 

Susanna Gilbert 

 

 

  



 

Video Workshops  

The video workshops are a resounding success and sent to all members via email and placed on our website for 

your enjoyment and education.  

 The October presentation was a terrific one by Russel Smith: 

 

" How to Make an End Grain Cutting Board " 

                                             If you haven’t seen it yet plug this link into your browser and enjoy: 

https://youtu.be/TJ8U9UqhAaA 

 

 

Watch your email or the AWA website for a link to his and all other videos. If you would like to ask 

questions, check out the new forum capability added by the website committee. 

 

Upcoming workshops: 

Nov 2020 - Aaron Hall, “Dovetails - Hand Cut and Machine Made" 

 

Dec 2020 - The Staff at Albuquerque Exotic Woods, "Know Your Wood" 

 

The following is a notice and invitation from our Education Director Russell Smith: 

"From the Education Director - In support of the ongoing effort to provide video workshop presentations 

on the AWA website in lieu of the regular monthly meetings, we are still looking for members who are 

interested in either providing a video tour of their workshop, or members who would like to give a video 

workshop presentation.  AWA will provide the recording crew and editing capability to ensure 

your presentation is of a professional quality, and we can come film at your shop at a time that 

is mutually convenient.  Please contact the Education Director, Russell Smith, at (505) 249-0487 

or russell.smithusmc@yahoo.com, if you are interested in participating in this effort." 
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New Members  

Welcome new members: 

Mark E. McKenzie of Albuquerque  

Can’t wait until we can meet you in person. 

 

Your 2020 Board of Directors  

Directors Position 2020 

Persident Diane Galbraith 

Vice President Bonnie Ullman 

Secretary / Treasurer Les Bruce 

Membership Rick Martin 

Immediate past president Shane Yost 

Publicity / Newsletter Editor Jerry Van Slambrook 

Education Russell Smith 

Librarian Steve Scott 

Webmaster Steve Scott 

Community Service (e.g. Toy Project) Mike Murray 

At Large Gary Reece (3rd) 

Marvin Zimmerman (3rd) 

Mike Ulrickson (2nd) 

Kevin Konetzni (1st) 

Jack Harris (1st) 

 

If you wish to contact a member of the board go to the website abqawa.org->Contact Us and there you can click on 

email addresses for certain members of the board of directors. 

  



Year Special Projects  
 

Note from Ben Blackwell regarding a special project he and Mike Murray worked on: 

 Desk’s for Elementary School Children 

Mike Murray and I have made desks for elementary age school kids. The desks are donated to under privileged 

children that do not have a desk to use at home during the quarantine. One desk has been donated to a Corrales 

Elementary School student and they have asked for four more. The school councilor also identified two other 

Albuquerque Public Schools that are likely more needy than in Corrales. The Corrales Kiwanis Club has been 

approached as a funding source and we are waiting to hear from them. If we get a funding source, we will be 

soliciting other AWA members to join us in this effort. 

The plans were found on the internet and some slight modifications were made. The cost per desk is in the $30-

$40 range. Perhaps you would like to consider this kind of effort for your neighborhood elementary school. If so, 

contact Ben (505-400-0205) or Mike (317-903-4644). 

 

  



 

 

Safety Tips, Woodworking Tips, Experiences  

 

Never-Fail Miter Joint Clamp 

Clamping up four mitered corners is tricky. You can buy specialty clamps for this, but I make my own. Here’s 

how to do it. Start with a long 1×4, as it’s easier (and safer) to clamp for making the angled cuts than a short piece. 

Mark out the blocks, and then drill a 1-in. diameter hole in the center of each one. The hole prevents the blocks 

from getting glued to your project. Cut 45-degree angles tangent to the hole, and then cut the blocks free from the 

long board.   

(If you have a tip that you would like to share, send it to the editor, Jerry Van Slambrook, gvslamb@comcast.net) 
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AWA “Mentor List”  

(From Jerry Van Slambrook, newsletter editor, gvslamb@comcast.net)  

AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization.  If you 

are at all interested, please e-mail me.  You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire to 

share your woodworking knowledge with others.  

 

NAME DISCIPLINE CONTACT INFO 

Ros Barnes Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and 

construction, equipment adjustment and tune-up, jigs. 

505-864-8857  

RNBBNZ@MSN.COM  

Bill Cotton 
CNC, 3D printing, laser engraving and joinery questions. 

phone 505.306.6819  

wyzarddoc@yahoo.com 

John Gonser Toy design and maker  

(Note:  John [an AWA LIFE Member] lives in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, but is willing to mentor anyone via email, telephone, 
or other means, and he has some original designs he is willing 

to share.) 

616-949-0061 

mailto:john.gonser@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Ulrickson 

Scroll Saw operation and use 

505-659-8943 

maulrick@aol.com  

Alan Voda  

Steve Wagner Plastic casts and molds 

Alan:  268-7096 or 
amv6775@gmail.com   

Steve:   

mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com  

Bill Zerby 

Tool Sharpening 

505-263-6632 

mailto:william.zerby@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

  



AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats  

Ivan A. Blomgren is our AWA volunteer who takes orders for apparel. 

The cost for each item (updated November 2020) includes an AWA embroidered logo. 

1. Caps are $15 each and are available in Red, Dark Green, Navy and Stone colors. 

2. Long Sleeve Denim Shirts are $30 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, and Washed Black 

colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL, & 6XL. Tall sizes are available for an 

additional $6 each. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

3. Short Sleeve Denim Shirts are $30 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, and Washed 

Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, and 4XL. 

4. Short Sleeve Key West Performance Staff Shirts (two Pockets) are $40 each available in White, Cloud 

Blue, Green Mist, Khaki, & Navy colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, & 4XL. Ladies sizes are 

S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

5. Polo Shirts with pocket are $30 each available in White, Black, Forest, Campus Gold, Light Blue, 

Burgundy, Classic Navy, Classic Red, Electric & Blue. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, & 

5XL. Ladies sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

6. V-Neck T-Shirts are $20 each available in White, Black, Turquoise, Ocean Blue, Maroon, Navy, Red, 

True Royal & Silver colors. Men's sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 

& 2XL. 

 

Names can be added to shirt orders for an additional $5 per name. 

 

Those who are members of the New Mexico Wood Turners can also have the NMWT logo added for an additional 

$5 per item. 

 

Orders are expected to be available for pick up the first meeting of the next quarter. The procedure for placing an 

order is to download the form from the AWA website, mail the completed order form to the treasurer for payment 

(Les Bruce, 7408 Dellwood NE, Albuquerque, NM  87110). The treasurer will indicate payment has been made on 

the form and then give the form to Ivan for order submittal. 

 

For those wishing to have a logo added to an existing garment, Ivan has a local embroidery shop source you can 

take them to for embroidery. See Ivan for the details. 

 

  



  Member’s Work  

From Ros Barnes: 

 

Folks: 

 

With all my free time, I’ve been researching a 

cordless drill holder/rack that I can make for my 

several cordless drills.  

 

Most if not all that I’ve seen are either attached to a 

wall or to a workbench.  I decided to kick it up a 

notch.  I bought a single drawer cart from Harbor 

Freight (~$100.00) and designed my drill holder to fit 

into the top tray. 

 

The drawer holds the various bits and drill 

components, while the rack holds the drills, and the 

top shelf holds the chargers.  The batteries store 

under the drill rack.  The bottom holds the empty 

drill cases. 

 

I wired the 4-square electrical box with a timer which 

powers the outlet installed next to it, and the multiple 

outlet strip mounted to the back (not very elegant 

looking, but functional).  The “night light” (with 

electrical tape over the sensor) reminds me that 

charging is in progress.  When the timer turns off, the 

light goes out.  

 

Now instead of awkwardly filling my arms with two 

or three drills to haul to a bench, I can roll the entire 

cart to my work area. 

 

Neat, isn’t it.  Might submit it to a woodworking 

magazine and see what they do. 

 

Feel free to send this out to our group.  I have the 

design on SKETCHUP if anyone’s interested. 

 

Ros 

 



AWA Classifieds  

In addition to classifieds that can be run here in the newsletter, we are a several months into the new bulletin board 

implemented through emails. Rick Martin is hosting the bulletin board so send your items to him at rick-n-

or@att.net. Information will be listed for two weeks.  Deadline will be Wednesday evening and be published on 

Thursday. 

 

AWA Website & Library 

http://www.abqawa.org 

 

This library is a terrific resource for our club's members! It contains information on all aspects of the craft. 

 

Reminder on AWA website forum: 

The website committee has made a number of enhancements to enable you to interact with fellow 

AWA members, both now during this time of isolation and in the future. Because the workshops 

are being recorded without the benefit of a "studio audience", we've lost the ability to ask 

questions or make suggestions during the workshops. We have created new Video Workshops 

Q&A forum on the website where you can ask and answer questions and post suggestions. The 

presenter (and others) will be monitoring this forum, mainly in the 3-4 weeks after the video is 

first posted, so that's the best time to ask a question. A second new forum Resources, is dedicated 

to discussion of woodworking resources, ranging from where to buy hardwoods to where to take 

a class. The new General Discussion forum is there for whatever you want to use it for. Want to 

show off your latest project? Post it here. Stuck on how to proceed on a project? Here's the place 

to ask. And don't forget the three forums that have been on the website for quite some time 

now:  Classified Ads - the place to sell tools, materials, whatever;  Jigs & Fixtures; and Workshop 

Plans and Ideas. 

 

The website is also the place to go if you need to download a fillable application to AWA. 
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  A Grain of Humor 

  

    



  

  AWA Sponsors 


