
 

   

February 2020 Edition  

 (Newsletter Editor: Jerry Van Slambrook, gvslamb@comcast.net or 505-620-6680) 

http://www.abqawa.org  

Preview of the   

February 15, 2020 

AWA Workshop starting at 9:30 AM    

Rich Lehoucq 

Building Three Dressers 

Abstract: 

 

I started woodworking roughly four years ago, about a year after deciding on a whim to install a wood floor and trim 

in my master bedroom, closet and adjoining office.  I managed to retain all ten fingers and decided that replacing 

my three children’s collection of second hand, mismatched bedroom furniture would be a fun follow-on project.  

After two years (and various small projects including converting a one-car garage into a workshop), I am a dresser 

and night table away from completing my project.  My presentation will focus on the various organizational and 

planning aspects that has culminated in two successful dresser constructions.  

 

Bio: 

 

My wife and I have resided in Albuquerque for over twenty-two years.  We’re now blessed with three children (but 

still have a while to go before we’re empty nesters). I was born and raised along the East Coast, followed by ten 

years in Texas, and another two in Chicago. In addition to spending time with my family, my job at Sandia National 

Labs, and woodworking, I enjoy weight training, swimming, bicycling, skiing and snowboarding.  

 

 

 

January Workshop Statistics  

Attendance:  

55 members, 6 guests 

Raffle winners: 

$10 cash - Steve Shroeder, Michell Hedrick 

$50 WWS Certificate - Marvin Zimmerman 

Stop Loss Bag – Terry Summers 

Retirement clock donated by Ros Barnes – Bruno Carrara 

http://www.abqawa.org/
http://www.abqawa.org/


 

Upcoming Workshops  

SATURDAY, February 15, 2020, 9:30 AM 

     Rich Lehoucq 

     Building three dressers 

 

SATURDAY, March 21, 2020, 9:30 AM 

     Ros Barnes 

     Comparing wood joints 

 

SATURDAY, April 18, 2020, 9:30 AM 

Keith Bakker  

     New Mexico colonial furniture 

  



 
 

Your 2020 Board of Directors  

Directors Position 2020 

Persident Diane Galbraith 

Vice President Bonnie Ullman 

Secretary / Treasurer Les Bruce 

Membership Rick Martin 

Immediate past president Shane Yost 

Publicity / Newsletter Editor Jerry Van Slambrook 

Education Russell Smith 

Librarian Steve Scott 

Webmaster Steve Scott 

Community Service (e.g. Toy Project) Mike Murray 

At Large Gary Reece (3rd) 
Marvin Zimmerman (3rd) 
Mike Ulrickson (2nd) 
Kevin Konetzni (1st) 
Jack Harris (1st) 

  



February SILENT AUCTION  

Note from Les Bruce: If you have an item you want to donate to the AWA because 1) you no longer 

need to it, 2) you no longer want it, 3) you forgot (or never knew) how to use it, consider donating it to 

the AWA and we'll offer it in the silent auction during the meeting. If you have decided you have 

something like that and are going to bring it to the meeting for the auction, please let me know ahead of 

time so we can be prepared for it. Just send me an email at secretary@abqawa.org and we'll have it all 

set up. Thanks...Les 

 

A Silent Auction of woodworking items donated by members will be conducted during the meeting to 

offer items of greater value than those typically offered for the raffle. 

Here’s what to expect. If a member wants to donate an item he or she feels is of greater value than is 

typically raffled, that item can be entered in the monthly silent auction. The item is brought to the 

meeting, and the member contacts the “auctioneer” who will provide a form asking for a short 

description, an approximate value, and a designation of where the funds are to be used if other than the 

general budget. The auctioneer will put a minimum bid on the form and announce the item is open for 

bid at the beginning of the meeting. Bids will be accepted until the presentation is concluded at which 

time the auctioneer will announce the highest bidder. It is expected that a winning bidder pay for and 

take the item they won immediately. 

Les Bruce (secretary@abqawa.org) will be the auctioneer at the Saturday meeting. If you plan to bring an 

item for silent auction it would be helpful to let him know ahead of time so we can have things prepared. 

Items for the raffle and the silent auction are donations but if members wish to sell woodworking items 

rather than donate them, those items or description can be brought to the meeting and we’ll post them on 

a “For Sale” board for members to see. There is a classified ads area on the new website 

(http://www.abqawa.org/dir/ forums/forum/classified-ads/) where you can post items for sale to the 

membership. We will post items listed in the classified ads on the “For Sale” board at the meeting. 

If you have any questions, send an email to Les. 

 

  

http://www.abqawa.org/dir/


January Workshop Presentation 

Finishing 

 
Bill Cotton 

January 18, 2020 

 

 

Overview 

 Bill did a great job of guiding us through the various topics.  He provided significant information, but 

more importantly, he got the audience involved in the presentation.  The number of contributions, questions, 

recommendations, etc., documented the high level of interest in the topic.  Bill served as an excellent MC. 

 

 Given my limited expertise, I will not deal with chemical topics.  Instead, I will provide an advertisement 

for flat boarders to watch the video of Bill’s presentation. 

 

 The finishing stage of any project includes the following question:  Why Finish?  Briefly, the subtopics are 

sanding (I normally quit after 220 grit), color (dyes, pigments and changes over time), surface texture (grain filling 

or not), and protection of the project from normal and accidental use.  The number of choices available are many 

and the characteristics, quality and beauty of the final project depends on the choices made.  It is important to note 

that the finishing choices do not eliminate wood movement owing to changes in humidity.  And the desired end-

use of the project is primarily determined by the design of the project; however, finishing choices might also be 

relevant. 

 

Common Final Finish Film Products 

 

 The cheapest and easiest to use and my favorite for shop furniture such as cabinets, work benches, jigs and 

fixtures is NO FINISH. 

 

 Next would be oils ranging from pure oils to oil mixed with varnish.  The higher the oil content, the easier 

to apply; the higher the varnish content the more protection.  Oils soak into the wood, don't harden as much as film 

finishes, and need to be refinished from time to time. 

 

 The most popular film finishes are lacquer, shellac, varnish, and polyurethane. 

 



Lacquer is made using sap from a tree and mixed with the solvent lacquer thinner.  The primary advantage is 

lacquer is that it drys quickly which makes it ideal for spraying, even on vertical surfaces.  Any imperfections in 

application can be repaired invisibly.  Lacquer is toxic and provides lower protection than other film finishes. 

 

Shellac is made from the lac beetle and mixed with the solvent alcohol.  Shellac has several advantages including 

very quick drying, it adheres to other film finishes, and it has a variety of uses (as a sealer, a wipe on top coat, or a 

normal brushed top coat).  Furthermore, it is reversible; that is new coats merge with prior coats.  Visible runs can 

be removed by applying a little alcohol.  For the impatient wood worker, shellac sealer  is often suggested to 

counter "blotching"; however, longer term solutions are suggested by professionals.  The main disadvantage of 

Shellac is a lower level of protection when compared to other film finishes.  For your information, manufactured 

Shellac (e.g., Zinsser Seal Coat, 2 lb dewax) can be diluted and/or mixed with stains.  I prefer to wipe on Shellac 

rather than brush or spray. 

 

Varnish is made from cooking resin and oils and mixed with the solvent mineral spirits.  Different manufacturers 

include different resin which yields various characteristics, though less durable than polyurethane.  

 

Polyurethane is a manmade synthetic organic compound and mixed with the solvent mineral spirits.  The finish 

provides the highest level of protection and is very scratch resistant.  The negatives are a cloudy appearance, 

doesn't bond well to other film finishes nor to itself after dried.  (See Shellac above.) 

 

Common Coloring Products 

 

 The common term Stains covers dyes and pigments used to color wood.  The purpose is to add color 

which may enhance or retard the figure of the wood.  The agent carrying the color may be water, oil, shellac, 

alcohol, lacquer thinner, etc.  It may be applied before or after a sealer coat.  Stains may be dyes, pigments or both. 

 

DYES:  Dyes penetrate the wood. 

 

PIGMENTS:  Pigments lied on the surface of the wood in depressions caused by grain or other wood figure 

attributes. 

 

Planning and Testing 

 

 Designing any wood working project takes time, often more time that construction.  The same is true of 

the finishing component.  Once you decide the end-use of the project, the types of wood to be used, and all of the 

other clients preferences, your available choice of finishing elements will be reduced.    Nevertheless, the 

remaining finishing design tasks are likely to take up more time that constructing the project. 

 

 It is important to make a trial run of all of these elements.  To begin, when milling the lumber for your 

project, plan to have a few cut-offs available for finishing tests.  You need to decide which pieces to pre-finish and 

which to post-finish.  And don't forget to get the finishing material to be used and apply them to you cut-offs.  

Keep a record of each step. 

 

I enjoyed this program far more than I anticipated.  During that week-end I did a test for a project I am now 

building.  One of my trials followed Ben's comments near the end of the meeting.  The wood is cherry and maple.  

Ben's suggestion about Bartley's gel stain was my preferred outcome, except for the final top coat.  And to my 

surprise, a Bartley's pigment stain without a Shellac wash coat was the better outcome for coloring, especially 

covering the sapwood.  The dye stains that I tried were heavily blotched (even with the wash coat) or the wrong 

color (with the wash coat).  For me this AWA morning was a huge success. 

 

Thanks, Bill! 

 

Scribe: Tracey Murray 

 

P.S. If you missed the presentation or want to see it again, follow the link to the presentation in the upcoming 

AWA email 

  

 

 



 

 

Ben Blackwell made a short presentation on his favorite finishing techniques: 

 
 

 

 

  



Safety Tips, Woodworking Tips, Experiences  

(If you have a tip that you would like to share, send it to the editor, Jerry Van Slambrook, 

gvslamb@comcast.net) 

  

mailto:gvslamb@comcast.net


AWA “Mentor List”  

(From Jerry Van Slambrook, newsletter editor, gvslamb@comcast.net)  

AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization.  If you 

are at all interested, please e-mail me.  You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire to 

share your woodworking knowledge with others.  

 

NAME DISCIPLINE CONTACT INFO 

Ros Barnes Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and 

construction, equipment adjustment and tune-up, jigs. 
505-864-8857  

RNBBNZ@MSN.COM  

Bill Cotton 
CNC, 3D printing, laser engraving and joinery questions. 

phone 505.306.6819  
wyzarddoc@yahoo.com 

Gale Greenwood Cabinet making, case goods (e.g.: chest of drawers). 505-256-1379 

John Gonser Toy design and maker  
(Note:  John [an AWA LIFE Member] lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
but is willing to mentor anyone via email, telephone, or other means, 

and he has some original designs he is willing to share.) 

616-949-0061 

mailto:john.gonser@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Ulrickson 
Scroll Saw operation and use 

505-659-8943 maulrick@aol.com  

Alan Voda  

Steve Wagner Plastic casts and molds 

Alan:  268-7096 or 
amv6775@gmail.com   

Steve:   
mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com  

Bill Zerby 
Tool Sharpening 

505-263-6632 

mailto:william.zerby@gmail.com 

 
  



Exotic Woods is looking for “Makers” as outlined in this email sent to Bonnie Ullman: 

 

  



New Members  

We had one new member sign up this week: 

Mark Domzalski from Placitas 

 

Give a warm welcome to Mark and greeting to the any new members you may meet. 

  



AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats  

Ivan A. Blomgren is our AWA volunteer who takes orders for apparel. 

The cost for each item includes an AWA embroidered logo. 
1. Caps are $12 each and are available in Red, Dark Green, Navy and Stone colors. 
2. Long Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, 

and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL, & 6XL. Tall 
sizes are available for an additional $6 each. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

3. Short Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, 
and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, and 4XL. 

4. Short Sleeve Key West Performance Staff Shirts (two Pockets) are $35 each available in 
White, Cloud Blue, Green Mist, Khaki, & Navy colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 
3XL, & 4XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

5. Polo Shirts with pocket are $27 each available in White, Black, Forest, Campus Gold, 
Light Blue, Burgundy, Classic Navy, Classic Red, Electric Blue & Platinum colors. Men's 
sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, & 5XL. Ladies sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 
3XL. 

6. V-Neck T-Shirts are $19 each available in White, Black, Turquoise, Ocean Blue, 
Maroon, Navy, Red, True Royal & Silver colors. Men's sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 
3XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, & 2XL. 

 
Names can be added to shirt orders for an additional $5 per name. 
 
Those who are members of the New Mexico Woodturners can also have the NMWT logo 
added for an additional $5 per item. 
 
Orders are placed quarterly with the last meeting for each quarter being the deadline for 
submitting orders. 
 
Orders are expected to be available for pick up the first meeting of the next quarter. The 
procedure for placing an order is to take the completed order form to the treasurer for payment. 
The treasurer will indicate payment has been made on the form and then give the form to Ivan 
for order submittal. 
 

1st Qtr: Jan-Mar Order cutoff: March meeting 
2nd Qtr: Apr-Jun Order cutoff: June meeting 



3rd Qtr: Jul-Sep Order cutoff: September meeting 
4th Qtr: Oct-Dec Order cutoff: December meeting 

 
For those wishing to have a logo added to an existing garment, Ivan has a local embroidery 
shop source you can take them to for embroidery. See Ivan for the details. 
 
Order forms can be downloaded and filled out from our web site as well as from Ivan at our 
meetings. 

  



  Member’s Work  

January 2020 Woodworking Design SIG Meeting 

The meeting was attended by Larry Layne, Larry Martinez, Jerry Van Slambrook, Rex Borders, Daniel Stringham 

and Ben Blackwell. Welcome first time attendee Daniel Stringham. Larry L. entertained us with some novel red 

neck engineering (his words). The jig shown below supports Larry’s archer hobby of making his own arrows. 

 

The small saw at the back end is used to cut the arrow stock to length. The battery powered drill at the front end is 

used to rotate the arrow as decorative striping is added. Not shown is the spring clamp used to depress the drill 

trigger. He also showed a fixture for painting the arrows. It is shown in the background of the next figure; see the 

two vertical sections of PVC pipe. 

  



Rex showed the progress he has made on a four legged shop stool that is a work in progress. Only two of the four 

curved legs are shown. The fabrication of the circular ring had some interesting challenges. The piano seat 

hardware is shown to the right. 

 

Jerry showed the cherry Shaker step stool he is building for a family member. It is ready to be glued up and 

finished. He was looking for member thoughts of an appropriate finish. 

 



 

Dan shared an intricately carved jewelry box he is making for his granddaughter.  

 

Ben shared a router jig for making dovetail splines in a tissue box. This is used to reinforce miter joints. The 

prototype box and jig are made from ½” MDF. 

 

 



AWA Classifieds  

Anyone may post an item for sale here by sending an email to the newsletter editor (Jerry Van 

Slambrook – gvslamb@comcast.net). Please include a picture if possible and details like make, model, 

age, condition, parts included (or missing), price and whether that is fixed or flexible (like OBO), and a 

means to contact you (email preferable). The ad will run until the item is sold or you notify the editor that 

you would like to terminate the ad. 
 

AWA Website & Library 

http://www.abqawa.org 

 
This library is a terrific resource for our club's members! It contains information on all 
aspects of the craft. 
 
The AWA website continues to grow and change 

 The links to the AWA library on the member’s page have been updated, and the library's 
catalog has been updated to include even more great woodworking books, CD’s and 
DVD’s. If you are interested in checking out a title, please contact librarian Steve Scott at 
webmaster@abqawa.org and let him know what you'd like. He'll bring your selection to 
the next AWA meeting for a one-month checkout period. 

 Most recently, the board decided to include a table of links to websites, Instagram 
accounts, and Facebook sites from presentations, and general from members that may 
be of interest to everyone.  

 
The website is also the place to go if you need to download a fillable application to AWA. 
  

mailto:gvslamb@comcast.net
mailto:webmaster@abqawa.org


 

  A Grain of Humor 

  
  



  AWA Sponsors 

 


