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Preview of the   

December 21, 2019 

AWA Workshop starting at 9:30 AM    
Ramon Valdez 

Jigs, Fixtures, Tips and Techniques 
Most, if not all woodworkers are familiar with the practicality of jigs and shop fixtures. As a production 
manager for nearly two decades, I routinely had the task of making an operation quicker, more 
streamlined, with improved accuracy...all in an effort to produce consistent and safe results. We'll 
explore some of my favorites...a few are my own creations and may be novel to many, while some jigs 
are simply time-tested and proven in the woodworking arena. I'll also share some of my shop tips and 
techniques that may help you have a more enjoyable time in your shop...if that's even possible! 

 
Ramon Valdez bio: 

I began my fine furniture business in 1998 to pursue my lifelong dream of creating unique furniture of 
the highest quality. 
My creations are primarily one-of-a-kind pieces featured in galleries, exhibitions, and in the homes and 
offices of private clients. (These works of art are primarily contemporary – always drawing inspiration 
from nature’s graceful lines and gentle curves.) These future heirlooms are created utilizing many exotic 
species of wood from around the world. Beautiful exotics, combined with domestic species are 
distinctive to Ramon Valdez Fine Furniture. In 2005, I had the privilege to study and learn the art of 
marquetry, under Craig Vandall Stevens, a well-known marquetarian, furniture builder, and teacher. In 
2006, I had the opportunity to study furniture design with Michael Fortune at Anderson Ranch in Aspen, 
Colorado. And in 2012 I returned to Anderson Ranch to further my study of marquetry with Silas Kopf. 
The knowledge and experience that I received from these artists has inspired me to approach my art with 
a new-found passion. I’ve been featured in numerous publications, locally and nationally, and have 
received many awards and honors. In 2006, “Flight of Fancy,” my first marquetry box, received first place 
honors in the specialties category of the Craftsman’s Challenge sponsored by Veneer Tech. More 
recently, “Jounetsu,” (a Shoji screen) won Honorable Mention in the Design Portfolio Award competition 
sponsored by CWB Magazine. And in 2010, I received 2nd place in the marquetry/furniture category at 
the Design in Wood show in San Diego, California. I currently show out of the Shidoni Gallery in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico as well as Artifacts Gallery in Farmington, New Mexico. 
Ramon Valdez 

Artist/Owner 
 

Upcoming Workshops  

SATURDAY, January 18, 2020, 9:30 AM 

Bill Cotton 

Finishing roundtable 

http://www.abqawa.org/
http://www.abqawa.org/


 

SATURDAY, February 15, 2020, 9:30 AM 

Rich Lehoucq 

Building three dressers 

 

SATURDAY , March 21, 2020, 9:30 AM 

Ros Barnes 

Comparing wood joints 

 

Your 2020 Board of Directors  

Directors Position 2020 

Persident Open 

Vice President Bonnie Ullman 

Secretary / Treasurer Les Bruce 

Membership Rick Martin 

Immediate past president Shane Yost 

Publicity / Newsletter Editor Jerry Van Slambrook 

Education Diane Galbraith 

Librarian Steve Scott 

Webmaster Steve Scott 

Community Service (e.g. Toy Project) Mike Murray 

At Large Gary Reece (3rd) 
Marvin Zimmerman (3rd) 
Mike Ulrickson (2nd) 
Kevin Konetzni (1st) 
Jack Harris (1st) 

  

November Workshop Statistics  

Attendance: 50 members & 2 guests 

Raffle winners: 

$10 Jerry Van Slambrook, Gary Reese; $50 WWS certificate Ivan Blomgren;  Incra Jig Shane Yost 

 

December SILENT AUCTION  

(A note from Les:) If you have an item you want to donate to the AWA because 1) you no longer need to 

it, 2) you no longer want it, 3) you forgot (or never knew) how to use it, consider donating it to the AWA 

and we'll offer it in the silent auction during the meeting. If you have decided you have something like 

that and are going to bring it to the meeting for the auction, please let me know ahead of time so we can 

be prepared for it. Just send me an email at secretary@abqawa.org and we'll have it all set up. 

Thanks...Les 

 

A Silent Auction of woodworking items donated by members will be conducted during the meeting to 

offer items of greater value than those typically offered for the raffle. 

Here’s what to expect. If a member wants to donate an item he or she feels is of greater value than is 

typically raffled, that item can be entered in the monthly silent auction. The item is brought to the 

meeting, and the member contacts the “auctioneer” who will provide a form asking for a short 

description, an approximate value, and a designation of where the funds are to be used if other than the 

general budget. The auctioneer will put a minimum bid on the form and announce the item is open for 

bid at the beginning of the meeting. Bids will be accepted until the presentation is concluded at which 

time the auctioneer will announce the highest bidder. It is expected that a winning bidder pay for and 

take the item they won immediately. 



Les Bruce (secretary@abqawa.org) will be the auctioneer at the Saturday meeting. If you plan to bring an 

item for silent auction it would be helpful to let him know ahead of time so we can have things prepared. 

Items for the raffle and the silent auction are donations but if members wish to sell woodworking items 

rather than donate them, those items or description can be brought to the meeting and we’ll post them on 

a “For Sale” board for members to see. There is a classified ads area on the new website 

(http://www.abqawa.org/dir/ forums/forum/classified-ads/) where you can post items for sale to the 

membership. We will post items listed in the classified ads on the “For Sale” board at the meeting. 

If you have any questions, send an email to Les. 

 

November Workshop Presentation 

WOODTURNING AND FURNITURE: Turning a Three-Legged Stool 

Presenter: Michael Anderson 

Bio: 

 

Introduction: This presentation was a two-part woodturning demonstration. This summary is focused on 

highlights from the demonstrations without trying to capture all the techniques, problem avoidance, and 

thought processes which Michael very articulately expressed while at work. I recommend that you go to 

the AWA video of the presentation which is full of content.  

The first demonstration was a ‘split turn’ of a short 2x2 made from two cherry pieces glued together 

‘sandwiching’ a layer of cardboard in between. In a fairly rough demo, Michael used this part to talk 

about tool techniques and turning wisdom. Split turns are for flat applications to be separated for use, for 

example, to produce opposing, perfectly matched sides for a frame or matching appliques for 

decoration—perhaps to cabinet legs.  

The second and primary demo, with the aid of his show and tell three-legged stool example, Michael 

demonstrated turning a stringer, a leg, and the seat from pre-cut, prepared blanks.  

Presentation:  

Part 1 – The split turn demo showed basic safety in using the full-face shield and work techniques for 

holding and rotating the gouge while carving. The split requires a center that doesn’t separate the blank 

http://www.abqawa.org/dir/


along the weak cardboard interface. Michael used a spring-loaded center with a toothed crown drive at 

the headpiece. He discussed lathe speed and demonstrated reducing the square stock to round section and 

basic cove and bead cutting without precise dimensioning for this demo.  “Turning is simply hand 

carving with a moving workpiece.” 

Part 2 – Turning a three-legged stool  

The stringers: The stool is hickory and would not work with any wood with less strength than walnut—

oak, maple, ash, or exotics are ok. Michael says Douglas fir is great for practice and for visualizing the 

form or design. When asked about lathe speed, Michael stated that he likes to work with higher speed 

however the ideal speed is a personal and practical question. Faster is more time efficient but certain 

activities, like reducing square stock or rounding unbalanced blanks and large stock demand a slower 

more careful approach for safety and control. You can increase the speed as you establish balance and 

use higher speeds on small pieces like for making pens. He generally uses a template cut from flat stock 

for spacing but likes to eyeball the curves.  



He demonstrated using metric calipers from Harbor Freight in shaping the stringers where he measured 

the distance off the template and tightened the set securely before using the pointed “beak” points to 

lightly score the piece for each bead or cove and working in sequence from outside inward.  



Turning the legs: Before turning the leg, the blank ends had to be crosscut at 10⁰ to accommodate the 10⁰ 
splay out. Michael shared a bit of wisdom learned from making the show and tell stool on which, he 

chose to cut the slot for the wedge on the seat end after turning the legs. That decision resulted in an 

imprecise footprint so the wedge slot needs to be cut while the blank is square and cut into the angled 

crosscut to assure that the feet point directly outward.  

Marking centers for the legs required two centers 

for the foot end, a true center and an offset 

center. The true center is for the wider feet and 

the offset center for the spindle which seems at 

first to be backward but it works.  Since the 

seat end is already slotted for the wedge, he 

glued a piece of side grain to that end and 

marked true center there for turning.   



The presentation ran out of time before completing the seat which had been prepared with leg holes 

bored at 10⁰ outward from the seat top but Michael talked through the process of finishing the seat in the 

video.  

Summary: This was a very good demonstration of turning the three parts of a three-legged stool with 

Michael’s insightful techniques and comments while working on the pieces. I strongly recommend 

downloading the video and keeping it on file for any potential project of this type.  

Submitted by: 

Gerald Simnacher, 11/16/2019 

 President’s Message  

 Seasons Greeting Fellow AWA Members, 

2019 is rapidly coming to an end and we still have not found a new president for 2020.  It is important 

we have a president to lead and represent AWA.   

The 2020 AWA board will be with experience and consist of two past presidents willing to help the new 

president(s) settle into their role as president. 

In the past, AWA has had co-presidents which worked really well.  Maybe you are hesitant to take on the 

presidency because of the time and work involved in leading AWA.  With two people sharing the 

responsibility it makes the time commitment and workload much easier to manage.  (Note, the amount 

effort to serve as president is up to you, the more you put into it, the greater the fulfillment.) 

 



Responsibilities of the President: 

(a)        Presides at all meetings of the Corporation and the Board of Directors;  

(b)       Is Chair of the Board and the Executive Officer of the Corporation;  

(c)        Appoints all committees and committee chairs with confirmation by the Board, except the 

Nominating Committee;  

(d)       Is ex-officio a member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.  

(e)        Is the guardian of the Bylaws. 

(f)        Prepare, with the Treasurer and board, the annual budget. 

(g)       Oversees the functions of the Committees to ensure that they are coordinated and 

accomplishing the mission and goals of AWA. 

(h)       Conduct by-monthly board meetings 

(i)        Act as liaison between sponsors, vendors, and community 

 

AWA has been experiencing a steady growth in membership, but the lack of a president is not good 

business and poor optics. 

 

I know there is someone out there “kinda” thinking about, take the plunge! 

 

Regards, 

2019 AWA President   

Shane 

 

Safety Tips, Woodworking Tips, Experiences  

(If you have a tip that you would like to share, send it to the editor, Jerry Van Slambrook, 

gvslamb@comcast.net) 

  

mailto:gvslamb@comcast.net


 
 

AWA “Mentor List”  

(From Jerry Van Slambrook, newsletter editor, gvslamb@comcast.net)  

AWA is still looking for any members who are interested in being a Mentor for others in our organization.  If you 

are at all interested, please e-mail me.  You do not need any formal training to be a Mentor - just the desire to 

share your woodworking knowledge with others.  

 

NAME DISCIPLINE CONTACT INFO 

Ros Barnes Cabinet (casework) design and construction, toy design and 

construction, equipment adjustment and tune-up, jigs. 
505-864-8857  

RNBBNZ@MSN.COM  

Bill Cotton 
CNC, 3D printing, laser engraving and joinery questions. 

phone 505.306.6819  
wyzarddoc@yahoo.com 

Gale Greenwood Cabinet making, case goods (e.g.: chest of drawers). 505-256-1379 

John Gonser Toy design and maker  
(Note:  John [an AWA LIFE Member] lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
but is willing to mentor anyone via email, telephone, or other means, 

and he has some original designs he is willing to share.) 

616-949-0061 

mailto:john.gonser@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Ulrickson 
Scroll Saw operation and use 

505-659-8943 maulrick@aol.com  

Alan Voda  

Steve Wagner Plastic casts and molds 

Alan:  268-7096 or 
amv6775@gmail.com   

Steve:   
mailto:bigjawbone@mac.com  

Bill Zerby 
Tool Sharpening 

505-263-6632 

mailto:william.zerby@gmail.com 

 
  



 

2019 Special Projects (A.K.A “The Toy Project”) 

The annual toy distribution to charitable organizations is under way, with over 1200 toys going to more than 2 

dozen worthy groups.  Here are a couple pictures from events that have already occurred: 

 

A full recap will be presented at the January Meeting. Santa parties scheduled for those who have requested a 

special occasion for the disadvantaged children they serve.  The remaining distribution events and key contacts 

are below and member participation is welcome.  

December 18, 4:30, Enlace Communitario  (Bonnie) 

December 19, 11:00, Jefferson Discovery Center (Bonnie) 

December 19, 9:30, Jemez Pueblo Headstart. (Ben) 

December 21, 2:00, Tender Love (John Henderson) 

December 23, 2:00 Presbyterian Hospital Children’s Cancer Center (Bonnie) 

If you would like more information about either a Santa Party or toy distribution, please contact either Mike 

Murray, Mgmurray.1@gmail.com,  Bonnie Ullman, bonnie-n-ak@att.net, or Ben Blackwell bblackwell13@comcast.net 

 

New Members  

Give a warm welcome and greeting to the following new members: 

 

David R. Johnson of Placitas  desertrosedrj@hotmail.com 

Mike Chirin  of Rio Rancho  michaelchirin@gmail.com 

Daniel Vigil  of ?   dnlvigil@mac.com 

  

mailto:Mgmurray.1@gmail.com
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AWA Shirts, Smocks, & Hats  

Ivan A. Blomgren is our AWA volunteer who takes orders for apparel. 

The cost for each item includes an AWA embroidered logo. 
1. Caps are $12 each and are available in Red, Dark Green, Navy and Stone colors. 
2. Long Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, 

and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL, & 6XL. Tall 
sizes are available for an additional $6 each. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

3. Short Sleeve Denim Shirts are $29 each and are available in Dark Denim, Light Denim, 
and Washed Black colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, and 4XL. 

4. Short Sleeve Key West Performance Staff Shirts (two Pockets) are $35 each available in 
White, Cloud Blue, Green Mist, Khaki, & Navy colors. Men's sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 
3XL, & 4XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 3XL. 

5. Polo Shirts with pocket are $27 each available in White, Black, Forest, Campus Gold, 
Light Blue, Burgundy, Classic Navy, Classic Red, Electric Blue & Platinum colors. Men's 
sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, & 5XL. Ladies sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 
3XL. 

6. V-Neck T-Shirts are $19 each available in White, Black, Turquoise, Ocean Blue, 
Maroon, Navy, Red, True Royal & Silver colors. Men's sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, & 
3XL. Ladies sizes are S, M, L, XL, & 2XL. 

 
Names can be added to shirt orders for an additional $5 per name. 
 
Those who are members of the New Mexico Woodturners can also have the NMWT logo 
added for an additional $5 per item. 
 
Orders are placed quarterly with the last meeting for each quarter being the deadline for 
submitting orders. 
 
Orders are expected to be available for pick up the first meeting of the next quarter. The 
procedure for placing an order is to take the completed order form to the treasurer for payment. 
The treasurer will indicate payment has been made on the form and then give the form to Ivan 
for order submittal. 
 

1st Qtr: Jan-Mar Order cutoff: March meeting 



2nd Qtr: Apr-Jun Order cutoff: June meeting 
3rd Qtr: Jul-Sep Order cutoff: September meeting 
4th Qtr: Oct-Dec Order cutoff: December meeting 

 
For those wishing to have a logo added to an existing garment, Ivan has a local embroidery 
shop source you can take them to for embroidery. See Ivan for the details. 
 
Order forms can be downloaded and filled out from our web site as well as from Ivan at our 
meetings. 
 

AWA Classifieds  

Anyone may post an item for sale here by sending an email to the newsletter editor (Jerry Van 
Slambrook – gvslamb@comcast.net). Please include a picture if possible and details like make, model, 
age, condition, parts included (or missing), price and whether that is fixed or flexible (like OBO), and a 
means to contact you (email preferable). The ad will run until the item is sold or you notify the editor 
that you would like to terminate the ad. 
 

AWA Website & Library 

The AWA website continues to grow and change. Most recently, the links to the AWA library on 
the member’s page have been updated, and the library's catalog has been updated to include 
even more great woodworking books, CD’s and DVD’s. This library is a terrific resource for our 
club's members! It contains information on all aspects of the craft. 
 
If you are interested in checking out a title, please contact librarian Steve Scott at 
webmaster@abqawa.org and let him know what you'd like. He'll bring your selection to the next 
AWA meeting for a one-month checkout period. 
  

mailto:gvslamb@comcast.net
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  A Grain of Humor 

  
  



 

 

  AWA Sponsors 

 



 

Membership Application  
Mail to:  P. O. Box 36133 Albuquerque, NM 87176-6133 

DUES:  

Dues are assessed on a calendar year basis.  Please pay a pro-rated amount of $3 per month to 

the end of the current year plus any additional years to extend your membership.  Please check 

appropriate boxes.  

 One Year - $36       Two Years - $68 (a 5% discount)       Three Years - $97 (a 10% discount).  

 Lifetime Membership - $360 (10 times annual dues).  

 Full-time students (under 22) in an accredited educational program receive a 50% discount.  
  

Amount Paid:  $____________ (Prorated current year + additional years)  

  

Name:  ___________________________________________  
  

Spouse:  __________________________________________  
  

Address:  _________________________________________________________   
  

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________________   
  

Telephone:  Home:  ________________ Work:  _________________ Cell:  _________________   
  

E-mail (please use all capital letters):  _______________________________________________  
  

I agree that Albuquerque Woodworkers Association, including the officers, will not be liable 

for any injuries or bodily harm resulting from the operation and activities of the Association.  
  

Signature:  ___________________________________________   Date:  ________________________  
  

 Print Name:       
  

Please sign, date, and send this form (with payment by check) to the above address or bring payment 

(check or cash) to the next AWA Meeting/Workshop.  If you got this membership application off the 

website the form is fillable on your computer so download, complete, and print.  

 
 We would appreciate your answering a few questions so we can make your membership in 

Albuquerque Woodworkers Association as satisfying as possible:  

 
• How did you hear about AWA? ______________________________________________________  
•  
• What special skills do you have that might be useful to AWA?   
              

  ________________________________________________________________________________________   
  

• Are you retired or semi-retired?   Yes    No   Comments: 

________________________________    (Revised 12/15/2019)  


